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A  Review  of 
Liberal  Administration 

1896  to  1911 


The  aim  of  this  publication  is  to  set  forth  as 
briefly  as  possible  the  record  of  the  Liberal  party 
when  in  ofli.ie  from  1896. 

We  shall  endeavour  faithfully  to  portray  the 
facts,  and  we  believe  we  shall  be  able  to  prove  that 
the  Liberal  party  is  well  entitled  to  be  described 
as  the  REAL  FOUNDERS  OF  CANADIAN  PROS- 
PERI  IT. 


Condition  of  Canada  in  1896 


I  ik»^*i'?."°  exagseration  to  state  that  in  June,  1896  when  th« 
Liberal  Government  was  formed,  Canada  had  not  found  Siw 

tobe  an  almost  entire  absence  of  the  snap  and  vigorous  «hK^ 
-  '^"""^'•y  characteristic  of  Canadians  Deficite  w^iKTX 
recorded  in  the  national  finances;  our  foreigntrSe  wwlr^tw^ 
"t""°"ajy;  manufacturers  were  maldng  Ho  hladTO^-'^thf  ,Siif 
North  Vfesf  was  practically  undever^d^iSS  cLTto 

d?d  S^?'!?«"i'°'"P^"^^'y  '«^  numlSi  but  tKwtTthem 
did  not  stay  ong,  and  what  was  worse,  we  were  unable  torntlin 

fZT"  TPfe  ^  °^  '"T  K^''  to  «anCd  they  ou^d^Me 
incentive  for  the  exercise  of  their  ambition,  and  they  drifted  bv 
thou^nds  and  hundreds  of  thousands  acros^  the  line  ^  aSim 
to  the  United  States  census  of  1901  no  hss  than  1 181  IssTth? 
population  of  that  countnr  were  bom  in  Canada     The  Con 

^7^^'  f^'}  "u?®^,  ^°'-  *  •""«  t™e.  h^^'atiriowe^' 
the  standard  of  public  life.    Scandal  after  scandaUoonumlr^ 

^iSf"/  .  •*'!  country,  were  unearthed.  To  cap  the  cCax 
frnm^M^'j"**?^^  "'"fTi  ^*^^  '»  ^he  Cabinet  wWchd^w 
hp  Z^'^w^'^?"-^'*  ^^^^^'  **»*  *"«"  Pi^mier,  the  expression  tS 
he  had  been  Imns-  in  "a  nest  of  traitors."    This  wm  thp  V?S 

wlTfK"*'  f "?"?'  '""^^^  to  be  faced  by  the  Ube^^M^nlstere 
rt.«t  5*^  ^  ''"^  .?^  the  administration  of  the  coTOtir  Ifow 
they  measured  up  to  the  task  will  be  seen  as  we  pweS. 

A  STRONG  CABINET. 

The  first  and  most  wise  step  was  the  selection  hv  «!ir  ivii/ijj 

ter  i:^^  f '^"8"^*  -°^"'>«  collelgal^to  oM  clbK 
No  abler  body  of  men  ever  presided  over  the  destir™  of  Ca^ada- 
a  fact  admitted  even  bv  oooonents  TnW..  =  ^r^h-t^.  «^anaaa 
at  the  personnel.  Sir  ^livrMow*|-t,  a'^^ri^'aK.^^^rS 
of  the  people  for  many  years  Premier  of  the  ProvinceTonS 
Honom-able  W.  S.  Fielding,  who  for  a  decade  wm  FW^W  ^ 
Nova  Scotia;  Honourable  a'T'g.  Blair.  P?emte?of  N^  SSS^ 
Md  perhaps  the  ablest  man  that  Province  ever  prodS^S^ 
Richard  Cartwnght,  n  Liberal  fighter  of  the  high^t  ranked  an 
unexcelled  Pari  amentarian;  Honourable  Dav^d  Milb^a  con«« 
tutional  authonty  .nd  a  wise  and  profound,  if  not  k^^^ 


politician;  Honourable  JoMph  I.  Tarte,  who  next  to  Sir  Wilfrid 
hinwelf  was  the  foremoet  man  in  public  life  from  the  Province  of 
Quebec;  Honourable  William  Pateraon,  a  Parliamentarian  of  over 
twenty  vears  standing,  a  magnificent  debater  and  speaker,  poa- 
sewed  of  a  profound  knowledge  of  industrial  needs  and  conditions; 
Sir  Louis  Davies,  who  undoubtedly  represented  the  test  thought 
of  the  Province  of  Prince  Edward  Island;  Honourable  CliiTord 
Sifton,  the  most  forceful  and  aggressive,  perhaps  of  them  M, 
with  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  North  West  and  a  consuming 
ambition  to  develop  it;  Honourable  James  Sutiierland  possessed 
of  all  the  shrewd  cnaracteristics  of  his  race,  whose  counsel  was 
considered  by  foe  as  well  as  friend  to  be  nearly  always  sound. 
Then  there  was  Sir  Henri  Joly  de  Lotbiniere  a  former  Prime 
Minister  of  Quebec  who  was  representative  of  all  that  is  best 
and  noblest  in  the  French  Canadian  race;  Honourable  Sydney 
Fisher  a  political  leader  of  the  Eastern  Townships  for  many 
years,  with  a  first-hand  knowledge  of,  and  love  for,  farming;  Sir 
William  Mulock  a  tower  of  strength  to  any  administrative  body, 
strong,  forceful  and  progressive  he  afterwards  made  his  name 
ring  through  Canada  by  his  achievements  in  the  Post  Office 
Department;  Honourable  R.  W.  Scott,  the  doyen  of  Canadian 
public  life,  skilled  in  the  technique  of  legislation  and  wedded  to 
the  traditions  of  the  country. 

It  was  truly  a  great  combination  which  instilled  much  needed 
confidence  in  the  people.  To  form  it  Sir  Wilfrid  had  to  go  out- 
side the  ranks  of  the  man  who  had  fought  the  battles  of  the  party 
in  Opposition  in  the  Dominion  House  and  who  no  doubt  expected 
preferment.  But  the  wisdom  of  his  choice  has  never  been 
questioned,  and  the  record  of  his  Government  is  the  most  ample 
justification  of  it. 

TARIFF  REFORM. 

The  Customs  tariff,  was  properly,  the  first  problem  to  be 
tackled,  as  it  is  the  hub  of  the  wheels  of  industry  and  commerce. 
The  Liberal  party  had  taken  office  npon  a  declared  policy,  to 
substitute  for  the  Conservative  tariff,  a  sound,  fiscal  policy,  which 
while  not  doing  injustice  to  any  class  would  promote  domestic 
and  foreign  trade  and  hasten  the  return  of  prosperity.  They 
had  also  declared  that  the  tariff  should  be  reduced  to  the  needs 
of  honest,  economical  and  eff  '  ;nt  Government,  that  it  should 
be  so  adjusted  as  to  make  free  or  bear  as  lightly  as  possible  upon 
the  necessaries  of  life  and  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  oermit 
freer  trade  with  the  whole  worid,  particularly  with  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States. 

The  first  step  taken  by  the  Government  was  the  eminently 
practical  one  of  appointing  a  committee  of  its  members  to  ascertain 
with  exactitude  the  precise  situation  of  all  classes  and  sections  of 
the  country  and  their  actual  needs.  No  hole  and  comer  methods 
were  adopted  by  the  committee,  and  there  were  no  private 
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raeetingi  between  Mlnkten  and  manu/acturem  in  the  Windsor 
H«»tel  at  Montreal.  Everybody  was  invited  to  give  expression 
tohtoviewfc  To  meet  the  convenience  of  the  public,  meetlnm 
were  held  in  inoat  of  the  principal  cities  and  towns.  Paren- 
thetically we  might  here  observe  that  different  methods  prevail 
to-day.  The  Conservative  Government  makes  impor.ant  and 
radical  changes  in  the  Customs  tariff  on  the  advice,  almost,  .solely 
of  a  man  who  for  years  was  the  paid  tariff  expert  of  the  Canadiwi 
Manufacturers  Association.  They  evidently  do  not  need  to  con- 
sult the  people. 

The  result  of  the  labours  of  the  committee,  and  subsequent 

?  ''^"IS*'"??  ?'  •*"*  ^»*»"<'t  for  months,  was  the  promulgation 

of  a  twiff,  which  ;udged  by  the  best  pcssible  teat,  actual  resulte. 

created  a  revolution  m  the  industrial  life  and  activities  of  the 

country.    Bnefly  stated  the  new  tariff 

1.  Materially.-  reduced  the  duties  on  many  necessities  and 
staple  commodities  w  "d  by  consumers  generally. 

2.  Placed  on  the  free  list  certain  articles  of  primp  necessity 
to  the  farmer,  the  min<"-.  fisherman  and  manufacturer. 

3.  Reduced  the  duiies  on  iron  and  steel  which  constitute 
the  staple  raw  materials  for  many  industries;  duties  on  other 
raw  materials  were  also  lowered. 

4.  Simplified  the  classification  of  articles  for  duty  purposes 
and  thereby  assured  more  uniform  administration. 

5.  Last  but  by  no  means  least,  gave  a  s-ibstantial  preference 
to  the  products  and  manufacturer  of  Grea»  Jritnin  over  the  rest 
of  the  world. 

This  Liberal  tariff  was  the  first  serious  atten  made  in 
Canada  towards  equality  of  treatment  and  reconcilit'  ..n  of  con- 
flicting interests.  No  class  or  interest  was  singled  ouc  for  undue 
favontism.  The  needs  of  all  were  considered.  Herein  lies  the 
diffwence  between  the  Conservative  and  Liberal  attitudes  on  the 
tanff.  The  formula  of  the  Conservatives  for  tariff  making  always 
has  been  the  simple  one  of  giving  protection  to  the  manufacturer 
without  reference  to  the  rest  of  the  community.  The  Liberals 
on  the  other  hand  believe  in  being  fair  all  round  and  in  distributing 
the  burdens  of  taxation  as  much  as  possible.  Consider  the 
situation  for  a  moment.  We  have  five  great  sources  of  national 
wealth.  The  farm,  forest,  fisheries,  mines  and  manufacturing 
mdujtnes,  on  the  income  of  which  we  keep  our  national  house. 
It  will  be  obvious  that  the  interests  and  needs  of  these  various 
prodacing  branches  are  not  identical.  They  conflict  in  some 
instances  very  strongly.  The  farmer  for  instance  has  to  pay 
higher  pnces  for  his  articles  of  necessity  and  comfort  by  reason 
of  customs  duties  imposed  thereon,  whereas  the  prices  for  his 
produce  are  largely  determined  m  the  markets  of  the  world. 
The  miner,  too,  could  buy  most  of  his  supplies  and  machinery 
cheaper  if  they  were  free  from  duty.  The  fishermen,  who  are 
.  Ill  ^tI"*^-  '"  *"®  Provinces  forming  the  extreme  boundaries 
of  the  Dominion,  are  unable  to  supply  the  markets  in  our  principal 
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?^«^k*'L?°''"'**'^"  ^y  '*^°  °f  t'^e  Feat  distance  separating 
S^TJ  .  TT'  f"^  -^  consequently  obliged  to  export  the  bu^ 
hJ^*  ^^^  *<*>'*iga  markets  easier  to  reach,  but  where  they 
aff^fi?  hl^'^T**';  "^f  competition.  The  lumberman  also  U 
^^^^  '^  *••*  ^'*  °"  'P  commodities.  Manufacturing 
m^™  ^  .K*^  fu  "n"?e"^  benefit  to  the  country  but  not 
more  so  than  the  agncultural  industries;  indeed,  U  we  take 
the  population  engaged  and  the  capital  invested  in  farmine 
^H^^  "^uu**"^  agricultural  interests  bulk  greater  in  the 
Pn^MnJ^^^'*''-  Everybody  recognizes  that  manufacturing 
Wai  fw  f*  necessary  to  build  up  a  great  nation  and  acknow- 
ledges that  it  would  be  undesirable  to  devote  our  attention  purelv 

m^ilt^'^f  ^cTi"*^-  •^•^^  P^P'«  ^'^'n't'  *»»•  that  a  certain 
measure  of  State  assistance  to  inanufacturing  is  necessary 
The  question  is  largely  one  of  degree.  «=«»■>• 

»nrfoJ^«1 1^?^  Government  recognizing  all  these  salient  factors 
endeavoured  to  stnko  a  fair  balance  and  thereby  promote  the 
utmost  development  m  all  industrial  pursuits.  The  principal 
thought  m  their  minds  was  to  provide  the  maximum  of  profitable 

fc,Iff  ^H  E?°f^l'5  f  f^^^  °^  ^«^ty  which  surely  is 
the  truest  and  highest  duty  pf  statesmanship. 


EXTENT  REDUCTION  OF  TAXATION. 

*u  Jhe  extent  of  the  reduction  in  taxation  brought  about  bv 
the  tanflf  can  be  best  arrived  at  by  taking  the  average  rate  of 
customs  duty  unposed  by  the  Conservatives  during  the  last 

^h^■B^^^  ''?'*  't  "il^l  ^"J^.  applying  **  to  the  imports,  under 
the  Liberal  rule.  In  1896,  which  was  the  last  year  of  Conservative 
administration,  $18.28  was  on  the  average  collected  on  every  $100 
r°j  w  80<{<^s  'mRorted  into  the  country.  If  the  same  rate 
had  been  collected  dunng  the  time  the  Liberals  were  in  office 
instead  of  collecting  duty  to  the  amount  of  $605,000,000  thev 
would  have  collected  $685,000,000,  so  that  there  was  an  actual 
't*''^A*l?.SlP'^'""''  in  fifteen  years.  This  at  thrrate  of 
about  $5,500,000  per  annum.  In  addition  to  this  saving  one  has 
to  consider  the  reduced  price  of  Canadian  manufactures  to  the 
consumer  by  reason  of  the  reduction  in  protection,  because  un- 
doubtedly as  a  general  rule,  although  not  in  every  case,  the  selline 
prices  of  Canadian  manufactures  are  based  upon  the  amount 
of  protection  they  enjoy. 

Again  there  is  the  indirect  saving  to  the  people  in  reduced 
prices  on  foreign  exports  to  Canada  by  reason  of  the  operation 
of  a  British  Preferential  tanfif.  The  United  States  exporters  to 
Canada  for  instance,  had  to  reduce  their  price  to  Canadian 
buyers  to  off-set  the  reduction  in  duties  in  favour  of  British  goods. 
Ihis  is  an  undoubted  fact  which  we  will  elaborate  later  on 

Another  way  of  arriving  at  the  extent  of  the  reduction  in 
taxation  brought  about  by  the  Liberal  Government  is  to  take 


l^^hfr^*^  ^'fu"'  ^"*y  imposed  by  Conservatives  durinf  the 
S?f5f**"^l^*f  they  were  in  office  which  was  $19.10  oTfver^ 
$100  worth  of  goods  imported  into  the  country.  If  the  Zie  rate 
^^^^rr^'^  *°i%  imports  during  th7 fifteen  y^^f^m 
l^Z^  ^^"/^*t^  additional  taxation  which  would  have  been 
miposed  would  have  amounted  to  $110,000,000,  so  that  iSTre 
was  a  saving  to  that  extent  to  the  people  of  the  country. 

BRITISH  PREFERENCE. 

.!,„  P«*?PS  the  most  outstanding  feature  of  the  new  tariff  was 
the  adoption  of  a  preference  in  favour  of  British  goods,  and  it 
ZfJ^^r^  "J^  most  popular  step  ever  talten  by  any  Goven^- 
S^L"f^S"^'^^  Judgef  by  results,  which  we  shdl  shortly 
g)ecify,  it  has  been  highly  beneficial  alike  to  Canada,  Great 
T^Z,^J^^  the  Empire.  This  preference  at  first  conrfsted 
of  a  reduction  of  1-8  from  the  general  tariff  rates.  A  year  otso 
afterwards  the  reduction  wm  increased  from  1-8  to  1-4  and  later 
to  1-3.  Subsequently  the  flat  reduction  of  1-3  was  abandon^ 
and  a  specie  preferential  rate  provided  for  each  item  or  S 
in  the  fanff.  Such  specific  rate  however  on  the  whole  averages 
a  reduction  of  1-3  The  benefits  of  the  preference  were  riven 
BritftoToSr*  "^  ^"*  ^^  successive  steps  to  ne^ly  af?  the 

Consider  the  practical   results.    Under  the   Conservative 

ij^n'^'^*"'".^"*^u^  iT*"^  >"t°  Canada  steadily  dX^ 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures:  ^""™ 

JfZt $68,522,776 

jfS $52,052,465 

]°l° $43,148,413 

^'^^^ $29,412,188 

At  the  rate  the  trade  was  declining  the  vanishing  point 
was  evidently  m  sight,  and  obviously  something  had  to  be  done 
to  ensure  more  purchases  from  the  Motheriand,  our  best  customer 
for  our  natural  products     In  contra-distinction  to  the  decline 

iSciSuhusr  ^"^^  ^"^^'^  ""'■  ^^^  *°  ^''  ^^^  "^S 

]IB $38,743,848 

list $47,145,217 

i°^ $64,080,493 

1°»^ $77,222,502 

^.,.f^''^  readily  apparent  even  to  a  casual  observer  that  on 
•equal  terms  in  tenff  matters  the  United  States  would  shortly 
^pture  most  of  the  trade  which  Britain  had  with  Canada.  Con- 
^»L^  "^'■'5!^  ^^'^^  facilitates  buying,  selling  and  trans- 
portation, coupled  with  similarity  in  habits,  tastes,  fashions^ 
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«t^fc  TT'-r"io?°i*  methods  of  manufacturing  undoubtedly 
gave  «ieUmte|f  States  a  great  natural  advantage  In  our  ma^ 
as  against  the  Motherland.  m  our  marKeiB 

P«,tB*th5'^^*'^"?S  F*"***^  ^y  *•»*  Liberal  Government  was 
exactly  the  tonic  that  was  necessary  to  stimulate  British  trade. 
From  tte  moment  it  became  law  the  trade  started  to  boom  and 
It  has  steadily  and  rapidly  increased  ever  since,  as  the  following 
ngures  prove:  " 

1897 $29  412  188 

mil^*  y®"  P"**'  *o  abolition  of  preference) 

]^ 58,896,901 

}2V? 94,959,471 

}l}l 109,936,462 

1313 138,761,568 

f».o*ll^**u'''"^,'^  *^  be  fairly  argued  from  the  foregoing  facts 
^^o  u  ^^  P^^!«?,'=«  had  not  been  granted  in  favour  of  British 
I^hil'  hS*  ^i^'  I'kely  that  British  trade  would  have  assumed 
anything  like  the  proport;ions  shown  by  these  figures.  On 
the  other  hand  the  strong  probability  is  that  it  would  have 
kept  on  declining  or  at  the  best  made  slight  progress. 

,^  i?"*-i,u®  increase  in  British  imports  was  not  the  only  beneficial 
result.  The  preference  substantially  reduced  duties  to  the 
n;^%w.K°"?*™r  on  the  most  important  staple  commodities, 
red   *here^y  implemented  the  pledge  of  the  Oberal  party  U> 
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The  reduced  rates  under  the  preference  further  operated  greatly 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Canadian  consumer  by  reducing  the 
prtces  of  goods  imported  from  other  countries  not  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  preference.  The  foreign  exporter  to  Canada 
had  to  reduce  his  prices  to  ott-ant  the  reduction  in  favour  of 
British  goods.  Let  us  cite  an  illustration  on  this  point.  Suppose 
you  are  a  wholesaler  and  need  certtdn  goods  which  are  produced, 
of  equal  standard,  in  both  Great  Britain  and  the  United  State*. 
You  know  if  you  import  from  the  United  States  you  will  have 
to  pay  duty  at  the  rate  of  35%  on  the  value  of  the  goods,  whereas 
ir  you  import  from  Great  Britain  you  have  to  pay  duty  at  the 
™**  «  "^y  23  1-3%.  Would  you  under  these  circumstances  be 
at  ^1  likely  to  mve  your  order  to  the  United  States  manufacturer  or 
tradesman  unless  he  reduced  his  prices  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
n»aKe  up  the  difference  between  the  two  rates  of  duty? 

Although  no  law  was  passed  in  Great  Britain  giving  Canadian 
produce  preferential  terms  over  those  of  other  countries,  there 
w  no  doubt  that  a  natural  preference  was  given  to  them  by  the 
British  people,  who  are  nothing  if  not  grateful.  The  granting 
?l  **»«  preference  undoubtedly  created  a  most  friendly  feeling  in 
the  Mother  Country  towards  Canada,  and  the  beneficial  aenti- 
mentaJ  effect  operated  to  our  advantage  in  trade. 
4.-  I  preference  further  operated  to  bring  about  the  denuncia- 
tion by  the  British  Government  of  the  Belgium  and  German 
treaties  which  for  a  time  stood  in  the  way  of  preferential  trade 
wth  the  Mother  Country.  It  will  always  stand  to  the  credit 
of  Canada  that  it  blazed  the  trail  to  the  Empire  in  preferential 
trade  New  Zealand,  South  Africa,  Australia,  British  Guiana, 
and  the  West  Indies  and  other  colonies  followed  their  example. 
U  ever  the  great  idea  of  an  Imperial  preferential  tariff  embracing 
all  the  units  of  the  Empire,  including  Great  Britain  is  realized 
it  will  be  a  du«ct  result  flowing  from  the  action  of  the  Canadian 
Liberal  party. 


CONSERVATIVE  ATTITUDE  ON  PREFERENCE. 

Permit  us  to  advert  now  to  a  consideration  of  the  policy  and 
record  of  the  Conservatives  on  the  preferential  trade  question. 
Although  the  bummg  of  Pariiament  Buildings  and  the  pelting 
ol  a  Govemor-G€neral,representative  of  the  King,  with  malodorous 
eggs,  stands  to  the  discredit  of  Conservatives,  they  have 
always  as  a  party  made  a  great  parade  and  show  of  their  loyalty. 
U  we  wish  to  be  more  frank  we  might  ahnost  say  loyalty  has 
been  their  profession.  At  what  is  irreverently  termed  flag-flapping 
toey  are  undoubtedly  adepts.  The  professional  politician  m 
their  ranks  is  always  on  the  look-out  for  an  opportunity  to  wave 
the  emblem  which  should  be  sacred  to  higher  causes.  No  one 
can  dispute  these  statements.  Tliey  are  absolutely  true.  We 
cite  them  merely  to  ai^e  therefrom  that  from  a  party  with  such 
professions  great  achievements  in  the  direction  of  Empire  building 
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point  of  extinguishment  and  Skf  tarnJ«»^'J  """f**  ^  "»« 
tlie  conditions.    What  doj^  histoid  sK?*^  '^^  *°  '*'»«Jy 

point  aKrof'df3lSalfv°af7h"."^"?-*'*T'l«'»  to  the 

pent  in  1846   n  ffi'Me  tL  n-f'L  °'  'he  British  Govern! 
in  the  British  marlfets     ™f  l-thJ^^^T"*'*  ^^y^"  ^  Canada 

staple  products  find  that  th^  „!!,  *  '  P'^fe^nce  on  its 
witK  tfeir  neKrs  of ^£'u^"°t  successfully  compete 
open  to  them,  they  will  Mtumlitr  „„^^  "»  'he  markets 
to  doubt  whether  renS,nwJli*"1  *u^  necessity  begin 

aife^t^^r-^^^^^-w^^^^^^^^^ 

r-Sn^lf^aioX^fitd^-^^^e^^^^^^  Too. 

GovJSntnt'if  ^h^y^ZSldte^th^ "  *"  «?^  M^i^t^'" 
connection  between  ttiat  «  ,n w  ^^^e  unpression  that  fibe 
forees  from  the^ch^L  of  ^^"''  •^,^''^»  ''erived  its 

That  might  be  aSfco^i^teTorrt^pP'^r"'*  ""ly- 
benefits  but  of  burdens  n^^^  ^S  *??  exchange  not  of 
that  the  conneS^t^^uiJ^f  *?^«  Govemment  hoped 
semblance  in  orio?n   i^It  T*"  *  ''™^'"  "Jasw,  upon^ 

binds  ^dro^en'CtrefefS  ^l^^^*  '-^> 
tion  of  material  intei^wM^i,  :J^  '  ^ '"J^^c'oseassocia- 
would  be  advMced  bTmm„p^5"?^'*!J*  however  they  felt 
Canada  could  n^  dLh^^T^J'^Tl  J^e  people  of 
produce  should  temSSb^^^^ket  for  their  farm 

upon  the  people  of  E^laod  "    ^  °^  *  perpetual  tax 

withTts\tSfevltnce"XVii*J'^^  ^T  ^,^  ^  ^annony 
do  what  is  best  in  W  otn  int^-Si  'l*  *^  ^"'^er  Counb^^ 
c  nsider  best  in  o,L.  aLdXi"S^^f  ^'Tf -^l  d?  ^^at  Ve 
our  loyalty."  "^"^  *'°"*  ^"  not  m  the  least  aflfect 

the  cSe^Xe'STi'tt'^^tv^'^A  ^^""f^^d  leader  of 

bitterness  was  then  vS^cSSl^d^H^  ^^J^^^e  gj> 
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Elgin  nMotiating  •  TrMty  of  reciprocity  with  tha  Unitad 
StatM  which  WM  gladly  welcomed  by  the  Toriea  of  that  day. 

In  the  early  '90'8  the  subject  of  preferential  trade  became  a 
live  one  in  Canadian  politics,  when  the  Conservative  party  took  the 
decided  position  that  a  preference  should  not  be  granted  to  Great 
Britain  unless  she  gave  us  a  preference  in  her  markets.  This 
poeition  was  crystafized  in  a  resolution  moved  in  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1892  by  Mr.  McNeil,  a  Conservative  member  in  the 
following  language: 

"Resolved  that  if  and  when  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  admits  Canadian  produce  to  the  markets 
of  the  United  Kingdom  upon  more  favourable  terms  than  it 
accwds  to  the  produce  of  foreign  countries,  the  Parliament 
of  Canada  will  be  prepared  to  afford  corresponding  ad- 
vantages by  the  reduction  in  the  duties  it  imposes  upon 
British  manufactured  goods." 

To  that  motion  an  amendment  was  made  by  Honourable 
L.  H.  Davies,  Liberal  member,  which  read  as  follows: 

"Inasmuch  as  Great  Britain  admits  the  produce  of 
Canada  into  her  ports  free  of  dutv  this  House  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  present  scale  of  duties  exacted  on  goods 
mainly  imported  from  Great  Britain  should  be  reduced." 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  amendment  defeated.  Every 
Liberal  voted  for  the  amendment  and  every  Conservative  for  the 
motion. 

The  intriJduction  of  the  preferential  tariff  by  the  Liberal 
Government  was  met  by  statements  more  or  less  contradictory 
from  Conservatives  that  it  was  a  myth,  a  sham,  a  fraud  on  the 
British  people,  a  danger  and  menace  to  manufacturing  industries, 
the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge  to  destroy  protection,  a  bungle  and  so 
on  ad  nauseam. 

After  a  few  years  of  this  talk  the  Liberals  put  them  to  the 
test  by  introducing  the  following  resolution  in  Parliament  moved 
by  Dr.  Russell  the  Liberal  member  for  Halifax: 

"That  this  House  regards  the  principal  of  British 
Preference  and  the  Canadian  customs  tariff  as  one  which 
m  its  application  has  already  resulted  and  will  in  an  in- 
creasing measure  continue  to  result  in  material  benefit  to 
the  Mother  Coun^^y  and  Canada  and  which  has  already 
aided  in  welding,  and  must  still  more  firmly  weld  together 
the  ties  which  now  binds  them,  and  desires  to  express  its 
emphatic  approval  of  such  British  preference  being  granted 
by  the  Parhament  of  Canada." 
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1900.  Sir  Chiu-1«  Tupwr  and  hif  n»i?„*h.«*V*™'  «''««"«  <rf 
Liberal  AdministraUoS'^TOn  the  ^SlfL ''ll^^^^  *• 

•hould  not  have  be«i  grS  XhS^^  "*"*  f*"*  ?«'««»<» 
or  advantage.  *^       without  an  equivaJent  preference 

They  declared  theSKZ^Mt  thrJT^'"''  ??Y  ?»'*  *«»•" 
untold  benefit  toSda  Xrff  m«f!.5**  "^  ^^^^^  i"^  •>«««  »' 

the  country  »«««"«  the  NktTot'^ofXWd  ™w2h*^^^     "^ 
to  the  consumer,  and  which  wm  rfoMorZi  il  '  i    J?"  ^^^  *  'x»on 

provide  for  the  appobtmentofflmniwo?T"/  ?,««»l«tion  to 
consist  of  represeEv"  of  the  M„?hW  ^?*  Commission  to 
governing  Dominions  The  work  of  th»  r°""*'7  ^"'^ «»'  *«  «''- 
by  Sir  Wilfrid  was  to  investS  ?L  „  pommission  as  ouUined 
trade  possibilitiM  of  «ib  Fwf?  j  !  "**"™'  resources  and  the 
theliniSgXhfaidecZM^^™^?  '=:?'^''^*'"  *"<»  ^Port  uiwo 
and  stimulated  tSwSn  th»  rf  wJ"°^  advantageouslvdereloped 
This  resolutiOT  WM  c^dkllv  di  *'*"j  Portions  of  the  EmpW 
Mr.  As«^i?rSe?  oftMriSn  J  *^'  Right  Honouiibfe 
upon.^he  CommUsion  aoDoint^,  w  ^mediately  acted 
and  is  expected  to  ™bmi?^?s  ^^^t  tS  ^IL  at  work  ever  since 
resolution  Sir  Jo^ph  Wani,  teCMNel^SSSd^sS'i' 

all  P^*of%he''E^Dh^*';:S  H  *^'  Hr'"'°?  ««thered  from 
one  resolution  p^SgSthe"cr^«Si!'«fl^  ^^"*  P^  ">« 
the  Imperial  cSnferen"cf  w^^te^^r.^ia^SWS^IJ' 

TARIFF  SUPPORTED  BY  SOUND  BUSIN.iSS  POLICY. 

they  believe  they  y^''^^i^fi^'''tJ'^^,^'r^Ji« 
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the  Liberal  Government  were  not  content.  They  knew  that  a 
great  deal  more  was  needed  to  bring  about  a  bet'-erment  of 
conditions.  They  felt  that  the  most  vigorous  and  progrowive 
measures  were  necessanr  to  put  Canada  in  its  proper  place  on 
the  map  of  the  industrial  world,  and  to  afford  scope  for  the  exercise 
of  the  natural  ambition  of  its  people.  They  realized  that  the 
farmer  could  not  be  benefitted  much  by  protective  duties  on  his 
produce,  but  they  saw  that  they  could  benefit  him  by  enlarging 
the  m«uis,  and  cheapening  the  cost,  of  transportation  rnd  Siey 
devoted  their  best  energies  towards  inriproving  and  eitending 
transportation  facilities  all  over  the  mntry.  They  eaw  also 
that  the  manufacturer  could  be  bei.efltted  by  enlarging  tl.e 
hraie  market,  and  they  instituted  an  aggressive  immigration  policy 
which  developed  the  great  North  West  in  a  marvellous  way. 
Step  by  step  m  the  most  vigorous  manner  and  without  let-up  the 
great  work  of  btdlding  surely  and  strongly  was  undertaken,  and 
concurrent  with  it  the  country  grew  more  and  more  prosperous. 

The  finances  were  so  handled  as  to  show  a  substantial  surplus 
each  year  instead  of  the  era  of  deficits  in  Conservative  days. 

The  great  canal  system  of  the  country  was  rushed  to  com- 
pletion. 

The  Crows  Nest  Pass  Railway  was  built,  thereby  fatilitating 
the  development  of  the  immense  mineral  resources  of  interior 
British  Columbia— in  the  Kootenay  District. 

The  Intercolonial  Railway  which  had  its  Western  terminus 
in  what  was  then  a  comparatively  small  town,  namely  Levis,  was 
badly  handic«>ped  in  securing  trafllc  from  the  West,  and  was 
extended  to  Montreal,  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the  countiy. 

lAter  on  the  construction  of  the  Transcontinental  Railway 
was  entered  upon  and  was  well  on  towards  completion  when  the 
Liberals  went  out  of  Office  in  1911. 

By  means  of  Government  gu»  anteea  and  subsidies  a  third 
Transcontinental  Railway,  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway  was 
made  postdble. 

Immigrants  to  the  number  of  neariy  2,000,000  were  brought 
'nto  the  country  in  fifteen  years,  a  large  number  of  whom  went 
on  the  land  resulting  in  a  magnificent  development  of  the  West 
and  North-West. 

Free  land  grants  to  railways  were  discontinued  and  the  public 
lands  were  reserved  for  the  actual  settlers. 

Ocean  ports,  harttours  and  rivers  were  vastly  improred. 
A  30-foot  clear  channel  was  provided  in  the  St.  Lawrence  from 
Montreal  to  Quebec. 

Postal  rates  were  reduced  substantially,  and  the  Money 
Order  system  simplified  and  extended. 

Fr^  Rural  mail  delivery  was  established. 

Canal  and  steam  boat  duties  were  abolished  in  the  interest 
of  promoting  cheap  transportation  by  water. 

A  Railway  Commission  was  appointed  which  admittedly  waa 
one  of  the  best  pieces  of  constructive  legislation  ever  adopted  in 
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Stt.   '^'^°°™'-"'"'*«^«P'»eticdJythem«teroftl« 
-orAn'ti^i^£:S^^^-^^  -Wc"  h«  done  ^endid 

of  thJt^Sd^"^  -^"^  -"  .PPoSfeTthe  prineip.,  eountri- 

A  Canadian  Mint  was  establiahed 
every  «rSel^'  fcgTOS  '^''"'"'"^  «'*•"'«•  at 

con&^^Z  fn"  iS?  I'c^Ste"?2,±i««'  ^  T**  o**""*?^ 
a  committee  0/ the  Miniate™  .?f!,-.J}  ''"•  ""de,  againT>y 

'^^o^^XI^^Tt^t^J^^.  -'^-'y  -  ^t  mo.t 
prefe^nceTNew  S»d *" ATa^rfP^'L"*!^  t"»d«  -«  80t  a 

to  ottt'T^xra^n'M  rdr,^«.•^^^^^^^^ 

and  Italy  were  admitted  to  t»«  LnlS.'  *"<i..^°''*"d,  Begium 
«>e  v^lSa  it±^e°,^ilafha?''"'^  ?"  Agriculture 
gr^adian  ^ro.^^-'^J^^y^y^r.i^^ 
C^^rSe^!  law  ttK'tTf  ??Vr*  ?«^  i"  the 

mfoimation  in  regard  to  them  ^"™®^  and  to  dissemmate  full 
trustSTrt  if'S^K^n*  ^"^^'^^  "^"^  P'aced  on  the  f.-  voured 
aidJ'rn3„tg1,rYl!k'^at^t''ancouver  which  materially 

reven^^^-L-t-SSU^,.^e^^^^W^,^ 
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tauUon  and  the  financial  lituation  was  a]w,  yi  of  the  beat. 

In  a  word  the  men  at  the  helm  knew  their  biuineM  and 
attMided  to  it  in  a  thoroughly  worlananlike  manner.  Their  »uc- 
S^^^i"S*"l  B*"*"!"*  conitructive  statesmanship  along  practical 
Unes  filled  the  people  with  hope,  and  made  them^rd  up  their  loins 
for  supreme  individual  effortu  in  industrial  life.  The  wisdom  of  our 
l«pslation  and  administration  and  its  accompanying  prosperity  of 
Jhe  people  attracted  the  attention  of  the  whole  worki,  particularly 
the  Mother  Country,  and  started  a  flow  of  much  needed  capital 
to  develop  our  great  natural  resources,  a  flow  which  went  on 
uncea^ngly  throughout  the  Liberal  regime,  increasing  and  ta- 
creasing  all  the  time  as  our  needs  were  made  manifest.  Canada 
was  then  the  favorite  investment  field  of  the  Empire. 

Under  the  Liberals  a  new  Canada  arose.  The  country  found 
itself  and  for  the  first  time  realized  its  immense  possibilities.  It 
was  M  era  of  the  full  dinner  pail;  the  first  golden  age  in 
Canada  "history.  Every  legitimate  industry  from  the  Atlantic 
to  Oie  Pacific,  speaking  generally,  prospered.  Manufactup- 
tog  institutions  were  enlarged  and  enlarged  again  and  again 
to  meet  the  demands.  Tha  farmers  shared  in  the  prosperity 
probably  better  than  any  others.  The  price  of  tsuia  products 
mopased  materially  and  the  home  market  was  greatly  ex- 
tended, the  results  being  seen  in  the  increase  in  farm  land 
valuM  and  a  mo  -e  rapid  payment  in  full  of  farm  mortgages  than 
ever  before.  The  much  deplored  exodus  under  the  Tory  regime 
WM  practically  stopped.  The  young  Canadian  iound  Canada 
quite  good  enough  for  him. 

Perhaps  the  best  testimonial  to  the  Liberal  Covemment's 
policy  that  was  ever  given  was  contained  ui  the  speech  from  the 
throne  on  November  Ilth,  1911.  The  Conservative  Government 
then  only  a  month  or  so  in  Office  put  the  following  words  in  the 
mouth  of  His  Excellency,  the  Governor-General: 

"It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  upon 
the  continued  and  increasing  prosperity  of  the  country.  Our 
trade  both  with  the  British  and  foreign  countries  is  rapidly 
extending  and  there  is  everjr  prospect  that  its  volume  in  the 
present  year  will  be  largely  in  excess  of  that  attained  at  any 
time  in  the  past." 

»,    ?"?,;  H^-„^^***  '"  ^^  *"t  Budget  speech  delivered  on 
March  13, 1912,  testifieb  38  follows:        »       "-^ 

It  will,  as  I  have  said  before,  be  gratifying  to  all  that 
the  material  prosperity  with  which  we  have  been  so  highly 
favou.«d  still  continues  to  be  our  portion.  Despite  the 
aenous  vicissitudes  through  which  the  westi  .  wheat  crop 
has  passed  and  the  unusual  heat  experienced  in  the  province 
of  Ontario  during  the  past  summer,  the  field  crops  of  Canadi 
show  a  bountiful  yield  and  with  the  high  prices  prevailing 
for  practically  all  its  products  the  great  Mric  industry  d 
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^S'fcSTi*i?'r*'"«  •=°1'1'«'"'-  Almost 
Our  mlnSTre  wonderfuHv  S?^.'""?*"*'"*^  «''<"^«  expansion, 
notably  the  AtlS  have  tt^'?"  ^'  *=°^*  '^heries, 
prices.  Our  m^^tu^  2^  thrivfnf'^^*=***=''  •^'^  ^^^ 
are  springing  up  tSroiEt  ttfe  whT?^*"*^  ^^'^  industries 
constructs  esDedS^SiJL^Lr"*''*  Dominion.  Railway 
a  way  for  *tSntTn  dfecKr^'^'^PfS"'  ^-^P^"* 
trade  with  markets  than^  n„^  ^^*  °^'^^  "P  ^n^  for 
bank  deposits,  d^„ir^d!^„r![«'V°y-    »•"•  increased 

^e.a.  p^spe^r^M:  T^^'.^^^L^.Z 

Our  Dominion  continues  to  be  the  lanH  «* 
the  home  seeker.    During  the  last  v«?f  i^w"^  promise  to 
immigration  from  E,^^  ^d  t^e  ^IMt^  stl?i!  ^'T!.""' 
average  of  nearly  a  thnn<»nVi  ,  j  '-'n"«<l  istates  reached  an 

their  fntelligelSftheh?"'^  totfehf  *''"''.  fP^^' 
developing  the  resources  rfr=m^      5  the  great  task  of 

nationality.  MuTh^^  ^*^„\?I'l ''J"'di««  "P  her 
am  in  accord  as  to  the  keS.tkm  «?  \}l  P^*  .^th  which  I 
possible  with  an  eye  to  the  a.SHtv=.nH  ?""«?*'""  as  far  as 
dtizenshin  Not^tttd1^''^L'"ll^g^^^^^^^ 
pation,  fabour  conditions  are  i«K)d  anrf  fvft  "^  ™""- 
from  any  reason  other  th»n  ^T^-lv^^.  °  extreme  poverty, 
is  hardly  tai^     ^"^"^  *''*"  "«=apacity  or  direct  misfortune, 

and  Kve,^X^t^"5f&^^^^^  '  "^l^  described. 
Canada  looks  briSol^d^  in  ?h""'^'"=^'  ^^^  ^"^"^  "^ 
plenty  and  prospTr^ty  h^ener«,H^  t^''^^"*.  °^  P^^^' 

^ut  .n'o't^mr rfh^^r«tu^«^-n^^^^^^^^    a  roseate  hue, 

||tfcaT;^o^/d"^,trdit^„\& 

lf96  under  the  Conservl?hfi^''^5lrS^*te"„VQ|!;°'"  F^  *» 
Liberals,  which  we  confidently  suhniif^^X?-  *°  l^^  under  the 
the  hilt  every  statement  thTwefci.^*'«=»"y  ^"'^^  "P  *" 
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GROWTH  OF  MANUFACTURING  INDUSTRIES. 


Capital  invested  . 
Salaries  and  wages 
Value  of  Products 


1890 

$331,635,499 

79,234,311 

368,696,723 


1900 


1910 


$446,916,487  $1,247,583  609 
113,283,602  ;  241  008  416 
418,053,375  !    1,165:975:639 


«f  fv,^"/^'^^  *^  ^?"^  ^^  y°"  "^H  find  that  in  the  last  vpar 

Railway  earnings  nearly  quadrupled.  ^ 

activft^  insurance  about  trebled,  showing  tremendous  building 

Letters  posted  increased  about  five  times  in  fifteen  vpnr« 
proving  won5erful  development  in  business  ^  "* 

S274  000  000  PnHl^'^f*"  ^'■°*1"'=!  increased  from  $109,000,000  to 
&  ?^u  =t?^*'"^  ^^f  ^^''^'^  •"  ^1  «°"rcM  of  production 
nf  thir^         !•  the  m^""^^*=*'"^'^-    Notwithstanding  the  S 

It  always  annoys  Conservatives  very  iuch  to  have  the 
record  of  development  of  Canada  while  Liberals  were  in  office 
cwnpared  with  the  record  during  their  long  18-year  term  of 
:pmce.  Iheir  favonte  argument  in  reply  is  that  the  nrosDeritv 
M  (to  quote  Sir  Robert  Borden,  Page  51,  Hansard  (1911-12)  "Not 
due  to  him  (Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier)  or  to  any  measure  w'hether 
administrative  or  legislative  that  he  has  given  to  this  country 
but  IS  due  to  the  wonderful  resources  of  this  Dominion,  and  to 
the  splendid  capacity  of  the  people  of  Canada  in  developing  these 
resources.  "^   * 

Sir  Robert  can  argue  like  a  school  boy  and  talk  like  a  parrot 
at  times,  and  this  was  one  of  them.  We  feel  that  an  apology  is 
almost  necessary  for  venturing  a  reply.  True  it  is  that  without 
good  natural  resources  and  individual  energy  and  ability  in 
developing  them,  the  country  would  not  be  prosperous,  but  in 
the  name  of  common  sense  what  are  Governments  for  if  not  to 
administer  and  legislate  towards  lubricating  the  wheels  of  com- 
merce, lightening  the  burdens  of  taxation  and  helping  as  far  as 
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possible  to  pro\nde  the  maximum  amount  of  profitable  labour  for 
the  whole  people,  which  is  admittedly  the  highest  aim  of  states- 
manship. If  the  Liberal  Government  did  not  measure  up  well 
in  these  respects  why  is  it  they  were  returned  to  power  at  three 
susressive  general  elections,  spread  over  a  period  of  12  years  bv 
ever  increasing  majorities.  j  »  o,  uj, 

We  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  recount  the  almost  in- 
numerable practical  steps  taken  by  the  Liberal  Government  to 
mduce  prosperity,  the  direct  beneficial  results  from  which  can  be 
proved  conclusively  to  any  reasonable  man.  Steps  like  the 
reduction  of  customs  duties,  the  British  preference,  the  reduction 
M  postal  rates,  the  extension  of  transportation  facilities. 
tl^A  ,  railway  commission,  progressive  immigration  policy, 
the  development  of  the  West.  One  has  only  to  mention  thei^ 
few  acts  of  the  Liberal  Civemment  to  make  Sir  Robert;  Borden 
appear  like  a  neophyte.  But  we  would  ask  him  why  did  Canada 
nagna  and  practically  go  to  rot  under  the  Conservatives?  Why 
did  over  one  milhon  of  our  native  bom  leave  for  the  United  StatM 
during  the  Conservative  regime?  We  had  our  wonderful  natural 
Wh  T *m?^"  ^*™^  individual  capacity  for  handling  them. 

The  Liberals  do  not  claim  credit  for  all  the  prosperity  the 

nT^'^.^'^f  ^TJ^-  7^^^  ™?':«ly  assert  that  their  administra- 
tive and  legislative  acts  contributed  towards  it,  and  the  facts 
compared  with  the  Conservative  record  bear  that  out.  The 
next  time  you  speak  on  this  subject  Sir  Robert;  please  try  to 
show  less  partisanship. 

ATTITUDE  OF  CONSERVATIVES, 

Throughout  all  the  great  period  of  Liberal  construction-^jf 
U^ada  m  the  making— what  was  the  attitude  of  the  Conservative 
party.  Was  it  fair,  was  it  decently  just,  or  at  all  symprthetic? 
JNeveri  Bitter,  and  in  many  instances  coarse,  stupid,  and  blind 
opposition  was  made  to  almost  every  progressive  measure.  When 
the  tanff  was  introduced  it  aroused  a  storm  of  protest  from  them. 
Ihe  old  Roman,  Sir  Charles  Tupper,  then  Leader  of  the  Con- 
servative part;y,  de  ivered  himself  of  the  following  pitiful  wail 
which  has  become  historic: 

"The  result  is  that  this  tariff  goes  into  operation  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  knows  that  the  industries  of  this 
country  are  already  paralyzed,  while  honourable  members 
gloat  over  the  destruction  of  Canadian  industries.  I  was 
reading  the  wail,  the  sorrowful  wail  of  these  industries  in  the 
Montreal  Gazette  where  one  manufacturer  after  another 
declared  that  these  industries  were  ruined,  that  their  mills 
must  close,  and  that  they  saw  staring  them  in  the  face,  a 
return  of  the  deplorable  state  of  things  that  existed  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  last  addressed  the  House 


m 


m 


la 


W  industries.    It  was  dec  JthaTh,  i/rnL^  wiping  out  of 
ferential  tariff  would  be  mosf1ni,,rio,,=  f^    "Peration  the  pre- 
As  the  years  went  on  and  thi  nK     w""!  manufacturers. 

requres  a  deelarpH  nnlt^,.^        C   Pi"'""  *°^*^  t^^'s  country 
...    -^  similar  resolution  was  introduced  in  lQn9     c^^i  ■ 

s?r£rsa?^r  ^"^"^  «•  p°p«.  cl;"rvS  ifc„- 

a.JuLX%i^!:^irafrotl.P^^^^-^  -'-'»  »- 

Mr.  Blain,  the  Conservative  member  for  Pool    j— ;      ^u 
w»e  session  used  this  language:        ^"^"^  '""^  ^^''  «•»"»«  the 
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be  conmimed  by  the  Canadian  people,  should  have  suffleient 
protection  to  keep  out  the  Bami7\hs  ot  gwSs  madVS  «, 
[omgn  countiy;  and  I  have  no  hesitaWonTsS  W 
hi  f™^^"^  sHould  be  England,  the  policy  of  cK  shSuld 
^iiTf^J"  ***?  '"^'^^  "'  *•»«  Canadian  taxi»ye?l« 
^nst  the  people  who  are  producing  the  same  c&i  rf 
foods  even  in  the  Old  Country  under  the  samefc^." 
(See  page  1499  Hansard  1902). 

.       Mr.  Henderson,  the  old  Conservative  war  horse  from  Um\tm 
M  imoted  on  page  2384,  Hansard  1902  thus:  ^"' 

the  i'lL^.  f '^  "i  i""*  ^"'y  ^^r  °f  *•»«  P"**"*  tariir  that 
J  ^Jberals  had  stolen  our  clothes.  I  have  never  said  «i 
and  I  do  not  consider  that  they  have  done  inSg  rf  th^ 
Wn-  hln^  °"'y  sorry  that  they  did  not,  for  it  wouV ha^l 
been  better  for  the  country  if  they  had.  Their  tariff  I. 
instead  just  the  antipodes  of  ours." 

,n«.rI»H\^^°'^  i^f-  ^•°'"^*"'  *''^"  the  Leader  of  the  Conservatives 

inC^4ll^^/&^^^^ 

advantageously  produced  or  manufactured  from  or  by  i^m 

of  our  natural  resources,  having  due  regard  to  the  hit^^ 

^r^ng^Tufation"""^"  "  ^  '^-^^"'^^^  ofe^ 


Liberal  Progressive  Measures 
Described 

We  shall  now  deal  at  length  with  the  various  progressive  steps 
taken  by  the  Liberal  Government  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
people. 

CANAL  SYSTEM   RAPIDLY  COMPLETED. 

One  of  the  first  steps  taken  was  the  work  of  completine  the 
improvements  on  the  great  canal  system  of  the  country  from 
Lake  Superior  to  Montreal.  When  the  Liberals  took  Office 
they  found  that  the  Conservatives  had  dawdled  over  this  national 
worK,  and  that  at  the  Conservative  rate  of  progress,  it  would  not 
be  completed  for  ten  vears  or  more.  Realizing  what  a  great 
advantage  the  improved  system  would  be  to  the  country  generally 
orders  were  given  to  rush  the  job  with  the  result  that  by  1900 
Montre  ^      "*'  °^  ^^  ^*-  ''^  provided  from  Lake  Superior  t<! 

TRANSPORTATION. 

The  niany  problems  connected  with  Transportation  were 
among  the  first  to  which  the  Liberal  Government  directed  special 
attention.  They  fully  recognized  that  in  this  country  of  such 
magniftcent  distances  it  was  vitally  necessary  to  provide  in  the 
Interests  of  producers  the  best  possible  transportation  facilities, 
in  no  better  way  than  that  can  the  farmer  be  helped.  They  also 
had  a  full  appreciation  of  the  fact  that  the  geographical  sitiJation 
Of  Canada  gave  it  a  great  advantage  in  the  grain  carrying  trade 
of  the  continent.  With  both  these  objects  well  in  view,  the 
Government  adopted  a  bold  progressive  policy,  which  they  had 
steadily  followed,  with  magnificent  results: 

Though  much  has  been  done  ,much  still  remains  to  be  done, 
and  if  the  Liberal  Government  had  been  allowed  to  complete 
Its  plans,  before  many  years  rolled  by  the  large  bulk  of  the  grain 
carrying  trade  of  the  American  Continent  would  go  through 
Canadian  channels  to  the  old  countries. 

The  work  accomplished  by  the  Liberals  may  be  summarieed 
as  follows: 

(1)  The  St.  Lawrence  Canal  System,  which,  under  the  Con- 
servatives, was  progressing  very,  very  slowly,  was  rushed  to 
completion,  and  by  1900  a  clear  channel  of  14  feet  was  available 
from  the  Great  Lakes  to  Ocean  Ports  in  Canada. 

(2)  Special  and  energetic  attention  was  directed  towards  im- 
proving conditions  of: 
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S  tk'  ?*!  °'  "'"*'  '^*'''^"  ®"**^o  ""l  Montreal. 

la;  ihe  harbours,  Montteal.  Que    anrf  «!t   t«i.-  vtd 
for  recemng,  storing  and  shipmeK'cSi^toJSS;     ^^•' 
the  8^^.  '^'"'  *'"  '*""'*'  *«tween  Montreal  and  Quebec  to 
ioJliS^^^J^'  Government  Telegraph  System 


fog  h'omstn^r^VLte/  iighthou^,  range  liehts. 
of  places.  In  thlTcon^tiM  tenr"*  ^'"'^'^^  **  Hun(&e(U 
the  age  in  1896.  T^X  other  oo^n^lJ^^  ''^'?'  "'."'=•'  *^hind 
is  in  the  van  of  prog?;i\°fee  Lightinr^"''     '*  ^"""'^" 

th^^gaa-z^ve^^^^^^^^^^^ 

*e£fbi^"tre&l\!^-v^^^^^^^ 

ports!'ll^Si.^rmintfhrSh'^Vrr-*^^^^^ 
quantities,  and  the  p^rts  of  New  yS  Ijfd  Bnff.lT""  '"f^^Pg 

by  ''Th^MSI"iLf  IS.Jfe^?'&^^  n,ade 

editorial  published  Sep&rtdTms^^'^'^''^'''^  °'^' '«  «> 

"Canadian  port  hMrSei'ved  3  ihlfPf*  three  months  the 
"have  all  its^vairor^^tefsSLtpXefh;?!^""'-  ^''^" 

and  specially  m^ded  ?oads  f mm  fi^  r   "^  mam  lines  to  Montreal 
moreX^difytthiplndSs^^t  «.«"&'"  ^^^  "'"*'' 
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RAILWAY  POLICY 

I  iJw.I'i  V'*°™"*  *?•*  enlightened  railway  policy  adopted  by  the 

subject,  to  which  we  would  respectfully  iSerthe  reiSer. 
POSTAGE  RATES  REDUCED. 

ad.ii;S«rtf5aeSlnr  "^  '"^'^  ^  ^"^^ 

When  Sir  Wm.  Mulock  took  hold  of  it  in  Junp  i«qfi  ,«i. 
management  was  written  all  over  it.  For  eigh?  Sp^nV  theret 
$7(W  ^  ^r*  '****''^  'I  '^  .«"»»<='»•  operations  averaging  ov^r 
dStTasT78U52"'-    "^"^  *^  ^*"  «"^«^  "»""«  ^'^l.  1896,  Jhe 

then  Fin'^nS^it^^r'^^: ''^^  ^^  ^''^  «-•  ^-  ^ulas  Foster, 

"There  is  now  a  deficit  of  nearly  $800,000  between  tVi» 

service  and  this,  I  fear,  makes  the  time  somewhat  di!..>.nt 

granted,  that  is  a  reduction  upon  the^tage  mLiTthta 

reni.oi^'jf  ^1?*  y*^°^  ^•^  administration  the  Liberal  Postmaster 
General,  by  the  application  of  honest  business  princfeleslnd^f  I 

«R8«"??.n^°'"^i*.r*°f°'*  «adly  lacking,  reduced  the  ifficitto 
?5»6,000  and  in  the  next  vMr  tn  *a'7  nnn  „u  >    -uencii  to 

of  r!l''o^"*'  ¥"'ock,  however  had  a  firmer  belief  in  the  future 
^l^rf^""  ,*•"''  *  *^  «™«ter  courage.     He  predicted  that  th^ 

It  stodily  ™d  sreaUr  tooreiued  m  the  Wlo^S  SSlI 
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1903 

1904 1292,664 

1905  804,784 

1906..'.'' 490,726 

1907         1,011,765 

•1908 1,082,171 

1909 1,101,957 

1910 809,287 

1911,.::::: ,743,210 

1,192,780 

made^'Z.er  '°  """'  ^"'^'""'  '^"'="°"«  ^  ^>^^  ^^  we« 

possessions  was  redS^  from  fS  wr  half  LI*?'  9^""? 
per  ounce.  This  rate  is  less  than  an^,^f  .11  °"I"=«  <»  2.cents 
services  in  Europe  or  the  United  States^  °^  "^^  '^**"  '•"•  «™"" 


MONEY  ORDER   BUSINESS  IMMENSELY 
IMPROVED  AND   INCREASED. 

theirs  S^TtTe" leit  Z.^'^V^  '^^^'  "*"'»«  '^th 
public.    They  kepn^n  r^fSi^Tn  "^  '^'^^^P  J?ostage  to  the 

advantage   the  LiberMSfn^?^??'^™*"*  "^^  ^  «^^  P"blic 
bring  itlp  tfth^  hShest  S?  S^'ffi  promptly  took  steps  to 

anZeXTtmenf  tt  fatefwire  TuHn"  ^f  Z^?*^  ''^  '^^ 
attractive  to  the  public      Th^n^'^c,.  ?    *  footing  mucTi  more 

adopted  whereby  tSe  stn  0I20  cent^to  $10 Oo''ollfL"°''^.T^ 
to  any  place  in  Canada  n,n^ii^of  r^  'l^-OO  can  be  remitted 

with  ail  .J^o^abWety  ^^^  *'  "  "°'"'"^1  "'''^  and 
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Look  now  to  remits.  The  monev  order  and  poatal  note 
burineM  for  the  yeai  1911  waa  192,872,074,  aa  compared  with 
$18,081,860  in  1896.  This  is  an  increase  of  610%.  But 
the  increased  volume  of  business  mat  as  it  was,  by  no 
means  indicated  the  total  benefit  to  the  public  aridng  from  the 
wise  administration  of  the  money  order  and  postal  note  systems. 
The  Department  instead  of  being  swamped  by  the  energy 
of  its  rivals  set  the  pace  for  them  ana  forced  both  the 
eipreas  companies  and  the  banks  to  lower  their  rates  and 
extend  their  accommodations  to  the  public  in  order  to 
meet  the  competition  of  the  Post  Office. 


PACIFIC  CABLE  ADDED. 

Substantial  financial  assistance  was  given  towards  the  con- 
struction of  the  Pacific  cable,  that  great  Imperial  project  which 
has  been  for  many  years  an  accomplished  work.  Uanada  bore 
its  full  share  of  its  expenditure 

FURTHER  PUBLIC  SAFEGUARDS  IN  RAILWAY 
MATTERS. 

The  Laurier  Government  further  safeguarded  the  general 
public  interest  by  providing  in  connection  with  the  granting  of 
railway  subsidies: 

(1)  For  absolute  control  over  rates  and  tolls  of  any  of 
of  the  subsidized  railways. 

(8)  For  the  granting  by  the  government  of  running 
powers  and  traffic  arrangements  to  all  railways  connecting 
with  the  particular  subsidized  railways,  and  entailing  equal 
mileage  rates  between  all  such  connecting  roads. 

CANADA   MINT. 

Along  about  1907  the  Government  completed  the  con- 
struction of  a  Canadian  mint  of  the  most  up  to  date  and  sub- 
stantial character  for  the  production  of  silver,  copper  and  gold 
coins.  Thii  building  and  equipment  of  this  mint  was  a  great 
step  forward  for  Canada,  adding  immensely  to  our  dignity  as  a 
nation  as  well  as  Iseing  a  source  of  profit. 


COLD  STORAGE  FOR  FISHERMEN. 

A  system  for  cold  storage  for  bait  was  arranged  whereby  sea 
fishermen  are  enabled  to  get  fresh  bait  all  the  year  round. 
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BINDER  TWINE  INSPECTION. 

In  JL^Il^il^Z  *"  P*"**"  preventing  frauds  on  the  (wmen 
Zt^^.  to  binder  twine  and  an  inspector  was  appointed  to 

^Aort  t!rtTO       '"'"'^"*"'*"'  **"'  penalized  for  selling  poor 


RE  PAYMENT  OF  CUSTOMS  DUTIES  IN 
GREAT  BRITAIN  ARRANGED  FOR, 

Arrangements  were  made  in  1902  whereby  Canadian  customs 
duties  on  postal  parcels  can  be  prepaid  at  postal  offices  throughout 
weat  Bntam  This  is  a  great  convenience  to  British  settlers  in 
Wwtern  Canada  and  it  removes  a  great  deal  of  friction.  ParenU 
m  England  who  want  to  send  out  gifts  to  their  sons  who  are 
making  homes  for  themselves  in  Canada,  can  do  so  without  being 
•ubject  to  the  embarrassment  of  feeling  that  the  boys  have  to 
pay  customs  duty  on  this  side.  •  «  w 


CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM. 

One  of  the  most  important  administrative  reforms  adopted 
by  the  Liberal  Government  was  the  provision  made  in  1907  for 
the  creation  of  a  Civil  Service  commission  to  have  control  over 
all  appomtments  and  promotions  in  the  Civil  Service  at  head- 
quarters at  Ottawa.  The  Act  bringing  the  commission  into 
being  provided  that  thereafter  all  appointments  and  promotions 
to  the  civil  service  staff  would  only  be  made  after  a  competitive 
examination  m  which  those  who  excelled  would  receive  the  reward 
of  merit.  By  this  means  political  influence  in  appointments  and 
promotions  was  largely  eliminated.  The  work  done  by  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  under  the  efficient  leadership  and  manage- 
ment of  that  accomplished  gentleman,  Professor  Short  has  un- 
doubtedly greaf  tended  to  increase  the  standards  and  efficiency 
of  the  Civil  Service.  Perhaps  one  of  the  best  evidences  that  the 
work  has  been  good  is  that  the  Commission  has  been  brought 
sharply  into  conflict  with  politicians  from  time  to  time. 
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LIBERALS  AND  LABOUR. 

u  P^?  '^"•u*  '*  !?  »  ^i""  'hat  the  Uberal  partv  in  r«uul.  » 

d«t»\?"rfsfab.ist^^^^^^ 
nri«,'^«"Ju®^PV"**^°7"''«''on  appointed  by  the  Conservative. 

contracts  for  example  for  the  unifonns  ^  wldfers  JLttrofflcS 
mail  earners  provision  was  made  that  the  work  shallV*  WnSS?fJ 
m  pfeces  that  comply  with  sanit^^regSaTfons  that  no'w^^ 

prof&fofwZ^eS^SS^^ 


Department  of  Labour  investigatad  hundreds  of  claims  of  working 
men  for  wages  allPKed  to  be  due  in  accordance  with  this  schedule 
and  in  a  large  number  of  cases  compeiled  the  payment  by  con- 
trecton  of  amounU  to  which  the  men  were  entitled,  but  which 
they  might  not  otherwise  havt  received.  In  some  cases  where 
the  contractors  refused  to  make  payment,  the  Department 
which  awarded  the  contract,  made  payment  itself  and  deducted 
the  amount  from  the  sum  coming  to  the  contractor  under  his 
contract. 

A  Department  of  Labour  was  esUbllshed  in  1900  equipped 
with  a  staff  of  experU  resident  at  Ottawa  with  correspondents  In 
practically  every  city  in  the  Dominion,  so  that  it  was  kept  in 
touch  with  the  conditions  of  labour  in  all  parts  of  the  country 

Followmg  the  creation  of  the  Department  the  publication  of 
a  monthly  labour  Gazette  was  entered  upon.  This  publication 
contains  matter  only  of  special  interest  to  working  men  and  their 
employees,  such  as: 

The  substance  of  all  legislation  affecting  labour. 

The  nature,  causes  and  results,  as  well  as  the  principal 
features  ol  strikes  and  lockouts  in  the  Dominion. 

Tables  giving  the  current  rates  of  wages  in  the  several 
trades  in  the  principal  localities  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific. 

Tables  showing  comparative  cost  of  living  in  different 
parts  of  the  country. 

Special  articles  on  the  industries  of  the  country. 

ITie  records  of  the  number  r{  uecidents  sustained  by 
workmen. 

Decisions  of  courts  affecting  labour. 

The  extent  of  the  trade  union  development  in  Canada, 
the  number  of  labour  unions,  localities  where  situated,  date 
of  formation,  etc. 

,o  «/!!''"  Gazette  was  given  a  wide  circulation  upwards  of 
12,000  copies  being  issued  monthly. 

A  Conciliation  Act  was  passed  at  the  instance  of  the  Govern- 
ment appointing  the  Department  of  Labour  a  conciliator  to 
endeavour  to  effect  a  settlement  of  industrial  disputes  whenever 
an  appeal  was  made  to  the  Department  by  either  of  the  parties 
interested. 

As  a  consequence  of  this  legislation  and  the  effective  c  '• 
ministration  of  the  Act  by  the  Department  some  of  the  large,  t 
wid  most  threatening  strikes  of  the  Dominion  were  settled, 
through  the  intervention  of  the  Department. 

During  the  session  of  1903  the  Minister  of  Labour  introduced 
into  Parliament  an  Act  which  subsequently  became  law  and 
which  provided  for  the  settlement  of  disputes  on  railways,  in 
the  first  place  by  conciliation  and  in  the  event  of  failure,  pro- 
vidmg  for  compulsory  investigation  by  an  investigating  board. 
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Later,  what  is  now  known  as  the  Lemieux  Act  was 
passed  to  aid  iii  the  prevention,  as  well  as  in  the  settlement  of 
strikes  or  lockout  in  all  industries  connected  with  public  utilities. 
Under  that  Act  an  investigation  must  take  place  before  a  strike 
or  lockout  in  such  industrj  is  declared.  Since  the  passage  of  the 
Act  settlements  were  arrived  at  without  strikes  in  about  fifty  cases. 


ALIEN   LABOUR  LAW. 

The  first  alien  labour  law  enacted  in  Canada  was  passed  by  the 
Liberal  Administration.  As  first  enacted  it  required  the  consent 
of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Dominion  before  any  action  could 
be  brought  for  a  violation  of  its  provisions.  In  response,  how- 
ever, to  a  general  feeling  on  the  part  of  working  men  that  the 
law  should  be  amended  in  such  a  way  as  to  place  its  enforcement 
in  their  hands,  an  amendement  was  passed  enabling  any  person 
to  bring  action  of  his  own  accord  where  he  believed  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  has  been  violated,  and  in  order  that  no  loss 
might  be  sustained  by  the  person  bringing  the  action  where  it 
was  rightly  brought,  a  provision  of  the  Act  specified  that  as  much 
as  50%  of  the  fines  imposed  on  convictions  might  be  paid  to  the 
original  informant. 

TAX  ON  CHINESE. 

One  of  the  most  serious  problems  with  which  labour  in 
Canada  and  more  particularly  the  labour  of  the  West,  was  con- 
fronted, was  the  severe  competition  resulting  from  Mongolian 
immigration.  In  order  that  the  interests  of  the  white  working 
classes  might  be  protected  in  this  connection,  the  Government 
appointed  a  Royal  Commission  to  investigate  fully  the  past 
results  and  possible  future  effects  of  that  immigration,  and  as  a 
result  of  the  Commission's  report  enacted  legislation  which  was 
calculated  to  have  the  effect  of  removing  any  serious  harm  to 
Canadian  labour  from  that  source.  A  poll  tax  of  $500  was  placed 
on  all  Chinese  entering  the  Dominion. 

Other  measures  in  the  interests  of  Labour  may  be  briefly 
summarized  as  follows: 

An  Act  was  passed  to  prevent  immigrants  being  induced 
by  fraudulent  representations  to  come  to  Canada.  As  a 
consequence  of  representations  from  the  Liberal  Government 
in  Canada  a  similar  law  was  enacted  in  the  Imperia'  Parlia- 
ment to  prevent  immigrants  from  Britain  being  induced  by 
fraudulent  representations  to  come  to  Canada. 

Important  labour  commissions  were  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate matters  of  immediate  concern  to  labour.  For 
example  a  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  conditions  under 
which  the  Bell  Telephone  employees  were  obliged  to  work 
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and  which  resulted  in  reduction  of  hours  and  other  improve- 
ments. 

I  u  '^•"■°"8li  ^^  good  offices  of  the  Liberal  Minister  of 
Labour,  Hon.  Rodolphe  Lemieux,  an  arrangement  was  made 
with  Japan  limitmg  the  number  of  Japanese  immigrants  to 
Canada  and  reducing  it  to  nominal  figures. 

ACTIVITY   IN   THE  TR.*DE  AND  COMMERCE 
DEPART'ViENT. 

t  -"^e  .Conservativti  Uid  v-ry  little  to  promote  the  interests 
of  Canadian  commerce  in  other  countries.  The  most  they  did 
was  to  appoint  about  4  or  5  Trade  Representatives,  only  one  of 
whom  was  of  the  first  rank.  These  Representatives  reported  at 
odd  intervals  to  the  Department  in  a  perfunctory  way,  and 
without  method  or  supervision.  Their  reports  were  published 
"y*"*  Department  in  a  Quarterly  Report,  and  by  the  time  of 
publication  the  information  was  in  most  cases  valueless  to  business 
men. 

.    ,  o^^'^^n  ^^%  Liberals,  the  Trade  Commissioners  were  increased 
to  IS  m  all,  of  the  first  rank,  located  in  the  following  countries: 

Great  Britain, 

Australia, 

British  West  Indies, 

China, 

France, 

Japan, 

Mexico, 

Newfoundland, 

South  Africa, 

Norway. 

The  frequent  reports  made  by  these  Commissioners,  which 
?i?  11  ^Pi'actical  business-like  character,  are  published  in  a 
Weekly  Report  by  the  Department  widely  disseminated,  without 
charge,  to  manufacturers  and  business  men  throughout  the 
Dominion. 

A  system  of  obtaining  trade  enquiries  from  all  quarters  of  the 
world  and  communicating  them  to  Canadian  business  men,  was 
also  established  by  the  Liberals. 

The  Depjtftment  also  procured  full  and  accurate  mformation 
regarding  the  Customs  Tariffs  of  other  countries,  and,  therefor* 
placed  Itself  in  a  position  to  be  of  valuable  service  to  Canadian 
business  men.  «~u"i 


GERMAN  SURTAX. 

It  will  notwe  think, beamissat  this  time  to  duwt  special  atten- 
tion to  an  attempt  once  made  by  the  Kaiser  and  his  counsellors  to 
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bully  Canada— an  attempt  which,  however,  failed,  thanks  to  the 
courage  and  ingenuity  of  the  Liberal  Government.  The  cir- 
cums^nces  were  these.  When  the  Government  introduced  in 
its  tariff  of  1897,  the  principle  of  a  preference  in  favour  of  the  goods 
of  the  Mother  Country,  it  was  found  that  by  reason  of  the  applica- 
tion of  certain  British  treaties  that  such  preference  would  have 
to  be  given  also  to  Germany  and  Belgium.  That  was,  of  course, 
contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  Government;  they  were  willing 
to  give  Great  Britain  a  preference  but  no  reason  whatever  existed 
why  they  should  admit,  without  a  quid  pro  quo,  the  wares  of 
Germany  and  Belgium  to  preferential  treatment.  Lord  Salis- 
bury, then  Prime  Minister  of  England  upon  being  appealed  to  by 
Canada  promptly  repealed  the  treaties  which  stood  in  the  way 
of  our  carrying  out  our  intention.  The  Kaiser  threatened  and 
fumed,  claiming,  forsooth,  that  Canada,  a  daughter  of  the  Empire, 
could  not  grant  a  favour  in  trade  to  her  Mother  Country  without 
giving  it  also  to  Germany.  Our  Government,  however,  stood  by 
its  guns  with  the  result  that  they  were  intimidated  by  an  ukase  of 
the  German  Government  placing  Canadian  products  on  the 
maximum  tariff  of  Germany.  When  it  is  explained  that  the 
difference  between  the  minimum  or  ordinary  customs  tariff  and 
the  maximum  tariff  of  Germany  is  so  substantial  as  to  amount 
almost  to  a  penalty,  the  extent  of  the  Kaiser's  bullying  can  be 
correctly  apprehended.  We  assume  that  the  subsequent  "butcher 
of  Belgium  imagined  that  we  were  not  strong  enough  to  resist 
that  sort  of  treatment  of  our  trade,  pnd  that  we  would  go  on  our 
knees  to  him  for  better  terms,  but  he  mistook  the  calibre  of  the 
men  then  administering  the  affairs  of  Canada.  At  first  an 
earnest  and  friendly  effort  was  made  by  the  Liberal  Government 
to  get  the  German  authorities  to  take  a  more  reasonable  view, 
but  that  proving  without  avail,  retaliation  was  resorted  to,  a 
stiff  surtax  of  one-third  the  ordinary  customs  duty  being  imposed, 
that  is  to  say,  all  goods  thereafter  imported  from  Germany  had 
to  pay  one-third  more  customs  duties  than  goods  imported  from 
any  other  foreign  country,  and  100%  more  duty  than  goods 
mported  from  Great  Britain.  It  was  an  excellent  Canadian 
iRoland  for  the  German  Oliver  and  it  effectually  cooked  the 
German  goose.  Under  the  operation  of  the  surtax  imports  from 
Germany,  which  had  steadily  decreased  for  years,  were  cut  in  two 
in  a  very  short  time  as  the  following  figures  show: 

IMPORTS  FROM   GERMANY. 

1903  (year  before  surtax) $12,282,637 

1904 8,175,604 

1905 6,695,414 

1906 , 6,987,314 

1907 5,474,908 

The  effect  of  the  blow  to  German  trade  was  best  evidenced 
by  the  strenuous  efforts  made  unceaangly  for  years  to  get  the 
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.  surtax  withdrawn  Incidentally  the  imposition  of  the  surtax  in 
conjunction  with  the  preference  m  favour  of  British  goods  operated 
gr^tly  to  the  advantage  of  British  trade  with  Canada.  Germany 
had  succeeded  in  ;  aking  a  considerable  amount  of  trade  away  from 
lireat  Britain  in  pur  markets,  and,  on  equal  terms,  she  gave 
every  indication  of  being  a  very  strenuous  and  formidable  com- 
petitor of  British  manufacturers  in  Canada.  The  crushing  burden 
of  the  sui-tax  against  her,  and  the  preference  in  favour  of  British 
trade  practically  put  an  end  to  the  rivalry  of  the  two  countries 
for  our  trade  in  the  most  important  lines  of  goods.  Germany 
could  not  possibly  stand  up  against  the  handicap. 

Thus  we  see  another  illustration  of  the  failure  of  the  German 
to  win  his  point  by  stupidity  and  bulldozing  methods. 

CANADIAN  SECURITIES  FAVOURED. 

In  Great  Britain  individuals  or  compan'os  acting  as  trustees 
of  moneys  bequeathed  or  left  for  the  benefit  of  widows  and 
children  and  others,  are  required  by  law  to  invest  such  moneys 
only  in  certain  classes  of  securities  approved  by  law  These 
secunties  are  of  the  highest  class  in  point  of  safety,  and  by 
reason  of  that,  they  usually  command  a  higher  price  in 'the 
mon^  market  than  securities  not  on  the  favoured  trustee  list 
lior  many  years  prior  to  1896  the  then  Conservative  Govern- 
ment tned  verv  hard  through  their  High  Commissioner  in  London 
Sir  Charles  Tttpper,  Bart;,  to  get  the  Canadian  Government 
secunties  included  m  the  list  but  without  success.  The  truth 
probably  is  that  their  maladministration  had  brought  Canada 
into  bad  repute  m  England  with  consequent  reflection  against 
the  value  of  our  secunties. 

The  followtag  extracts  which  appeared  in  British  newspaper 
along  about  1892  relative  to  the  exposure  of  political  scandals 
under  the  Tones  show  that  the  Tories  had  done  much  to  ruin  our 
reputation: 

The  London  Times:  "Here  in  the  Mother  Country  there  ran 
■  be  only  one  feeling  ,that  of  deep  regret  for  the  wrong  done  to  the 
fau-  fame  of  the  eldest  of  her  daughters." 

London  Graphic:  "It  is  no  longer  possible  to  doubt  that 
Mrruption  in  its  worst  form  is  rampant  in  a  large  portion  of  the 
Canadian  civil  service." 

London  Telegraph:  "Enough,  unfortunately,  is  already 
known  m  England  to  make  it  clear  that  only  the  most  resolute 
and  drastic  purification  can  redeem  public  life  in  Canada  from  the 
tamt  of  corruption,  the  like  of  which  we  have  not  seen  in  our  own 
countiy  for  himdreds  of  years." 

Birmingham  Gazette:  "Rascals  out  of  OfiBce  defraud  the 
public  in  order  to  bribe  rascals  in  Office,  and  rascals  in  Office 
prostitute  themselves,  sacrifice  their  honor  and  forsake  their 
tTMt  m  order  to  keep  on  good  terms  with  the  raseals  out  of 
Office. 

London  Echo:  "No  country  can  prosper  where  public 
departments  are  in  league  with  fraudulent  contractors." 
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of  political  intriKuera     Thl™^  Protectionist  rule  of  thafS?.!^ 
P^aini^g  that  c"S«St^/  "sM^  "°  difficX*rc 

ANTI-DUMPING   LAW. 

impoSSom!  °dut7^*^4'i  ^  ^.^"^''■^n  manufacturers  bv 
necessarily  mean  that Venfovs  tL?"  '"?""fa'=tures    d^f^^ 

Pnces  from  foreign  countrSfoll'this  m^rt""^  "'  «^«  «^  'ow 
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TRUSTS  AND  COMBINES. 

mmmmm 

from  25  to  15%  'euucea  tne  duty  on  pnntmg  paper 

pn.^raS'.'sssass'Spj.r"'"'''"' 

immigration! 
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"The  trails  from  Manitoba  to  the  States  were  worn  ha«.  .„a 
brown  by  the  waggon  wheels  of  departing  iS^™  ^"^  »"** 

other  countries,  most  of  whom  weTt^warSn     It  H  not^iS 
fact  too  that  we  could  not  keep  our  o4  Se     THp  Sh 

£[loS^n?TwtTo'rnrCa°„lfa^'°««'^ 

23.(K^tm\"spf  iI!S^^-  JU^  iVr^dSXr'? 
seven  yeara  of  Conservative  Administration.  "*  **•*  '"^* 

to  carry  on  his  immigration  propaganda  in  the  Tlnit^^f^^ 
and  most  of  the  European  countnes  cL,n  ,  +  United  States 
grants  commenced  tHSt  anHl  "hroughThe  15l^^n?Vir''? 
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stt!*  ''^"'*«""'  "^'^  ^'^  rife  under  the  Conservatives.  w« 
and  liWr^Th'u^:'"*'' "'""'  '""P"*^^  *'"'  '"^'^^  '"«"*  '^asonable 
8teai*L'^S^''to -rfoZ";^  ^'''-li^^*  *°.^  ^°"'l  home- 

h;  Tho*'nffi^^V°1'"*}^*'°"  °f  homesteads  were  abolished 
per  cint.         "'""^'  "^^^  °f  interest  was  reduced  from  ^x Tfl ve 

orfw°A*^'  ""^^^^  °f  Mr.  Sifton  providfneThronly  llndf 
T V?  W  J'"  '**'."T*  *>  seed  were  to  be  teld  against  the  adyM^M 
The  bondsmen's  lands  were  relieved  inall  c^s.  ^avances. 

Ti,5.^w-  ^*"'=^"f'l  t™e  sales  were  made  available  for  settlemmt 

39 


payment  of  the  balance.  These  lands,  were  of  course,  simply 
held  for  speculation.  The  result  of  the  action  of  the  Liberal 
Government  in  cancelling  these  time  sales  has  been  the  settlement 
of  a  large  area  of  land  which  otherwise  would  have  been  vacant. 
Then  again,  as  has  previously  been  explained  the  customs 
tariff  was  considerably  modified  and  reduced  in  the  interests  of 
the  farmmg  community. 

Notable  changes  in  the  tariff  were  as  follows: 
Indian  com,  binder  twine,  barbed  fencing  wire,  galvanized 
fencing  wire,  cream  separators  were  placed  on  the  free  list- 
substantial  reductions  were  made  in  the  duties  on  agricultural 
implemente  and  machinery,  stoves,  axes  and  all  the  hand  tools, 
coal  oil,  etc.  Through  the  operation  of  the  preferential  tariff  duties 
on  the  principal  staples  articles  of  use  by  the  farmer  were  reduced 
by  one-third. 

An  enlightened  and  liberal  policy  of  railway  building  was 
adopted  by  the  Government,  the  idea  being  to  provide  the  best 
possible  transportation  facilities. 

Experimental  farms  were  established  at  different  places. 

We  do  not  consider  it  will  be  necessary  to  enumerate  the 
various  steps  taken  by  the  Liberal  Government  in  carrying  on 
Its  campaign  of  immigration.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  magnificent 
results  were  obtained  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  whole  country. 

The  development  of  that  Western  country  gave  a  new 
stimulus  to  enterprises  throughout  the  whole  country.  Everv 
section  of  Canada  felt  the  benefit  of  it.  The  manufacturers  of 
the  East  were  hard  put  to  it  to  keep  pace  with  the  new  and  ever 
growing  demands  for  their  products.  Railways  that  had  pre- 
viously been  just  managing  to  get  along,  notably  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  became  highly  prosperous,  and  more  and  more 
railways  had  to  be  built  to  cope  with  the  traffic.  Towns  and 
cities  in  the  West  developed  tremendously.  In  short  the  country 
became  a  household  word  and  attracted  the  attention  of  the  npw 
home  seekers  throughout  the  world. 

The  following  figures  showing  the  development  which  took 
place  under  the  Liberals  are  instructive: 

,  POPULATION. 

1881  1891  1901  1911 

Manitoba  62,260       152,506       25^^211       455,614 

2''T^u 73,022       374,663 

Saskatchewan 91^279       492,432 

*  A^**^-~"^V¥  '=.^"5^^  ^^  l^^l  "^^  ^'^  1881  the  population 
of  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan  was  classified  under  the  North 
West  Temtones  and  were  as  follows:  1881,  56,446;  1891,  98,  %7. 
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ur~- Iggl  1691  1901  1911 

iSnT- *     ir    S 

.-irandon      :  a^i  2,249        30.213 
^^^-^i-i:-::!:::!^ g.778            6,620  13.839 

^'**g°^''''«at,  oats  and  barley  in  the  West. 

6,982.829  acres  29,252.4^  acres 

AGRICULTUKAL  DEPARTMENT  UNDER 
LIBERALS. 

^   ^AchUved'f^/X  p'"''*''-     Splendid    Result. 
SfclllJ  L  ^I?  '!;."?•"  ^y  •  Minister 
Skilled  in  the  Hichest  Science  of 

Farming. 

intelligen?  STn.S^^y*'!^"^r?*"^  J?"  -°«  P'-o«-ssive. 
Department  of  AStm^nTh^  performed  than  in  the 
Department  was  pSed^ir  fi,  o„  Conservative  days  this 
an<r  for  a  time  by  aKw  tSp  T  nTW  y?^  ^'^  ^  'a^« 
A.  Fisher,  who  held  the  Pnrtf^^  ^^  Minister,  the  Hon.  S, 
practical  fanner     He  hid  i^^/"!^^  from  1896,  is  ». 

of  farming,  and  broucht  tew!  a  T^"^  **"*^y  °^  ^^e  science 
knowIedgeTcourageZf^Wti™  ''h'^S  a  remarkable  store  of 
of  the  faJiiersl^^ptetei^t  he^    "*  ''^  ^^  **"«  •»««*  interests^ 

the  iSSr^,  *iter  .^e^^ira^f  ''^  '''f  ^  P-"<^ 
brief  summarization:  content  ourselves  with  a 

FARMING  CONDITIONS  UNDER  THE  CONSERVATIVES. 

nothing.    The  drafUrom  thi'count^  teT^J^'""  ^'"^  ^'^'^ 
in  those  days  the  coursp  W  t„  *?^  I?  *«  «ity  was  great,  and 
and  the  best  young  bCd  o7c^±  "*'«tf  the  United  Sta?S 
rival.    Then  the  a|ricXral  e^n^^  ^^i,M?"?«  ^  ^""d  up  ^ 
dominated  the  EnXh  SitT5^  °^  ^^  ^J"'^  States  ]^geW 
transportation  We  Set  ^d"?  l''"*?  ''^'^  *****'  ""^ot 
Canadian  farm  products  Wfth  the  o      ^  better  reputation  in  it 
known  as  such  in  Se  Enriteh  mlrtef  ^^a '°?  of  cheese,  were  hardly 
had  efficient  mechLl^f  tlTsJo^ge  "^^  ^"^  New  Zeal^J 
food  products  on  the  Englirt  mSW^  an^  ^^  ^'^S''  Perishable 
standing  seven  thousand  milMrfvn™iofi,™"'^l*'°?'  "otwith- 
Canadian  butter,  cheese,  frSU L,^^  S^^^Ss^^;  £  Pj- 
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by  the  shipping  companies  without  supervtsion,  and  there  waa  no 
proper  accoirmodation  on  the  ships  to  prevent  injury  to  them. 

In  189G  sales  of  Canadian  cattle  were  almost  impossible. 
The  embargo  in  England  prevented  our  stor«  cattle  going  into 
that  market;  the  quarantine  arrangements  prevented  our  young 
cyttle  and  dairy  stock  being  admitted  to  the  United  States.  Ih 
the  depressed  condition  of  our  own  agricultural  and  our  own 
home  market  there  was  no  sale  for  these  in  Canada.  The  farmers 
were  going  out  of  the  breeding  of  horses,  because  there  was  no 
market  for  them  anywhere.  By  the  entc  prise  of  our  Ontario 
dauymen,  Canada,  under  the  difficulties  as  to  transportation,  was 
sending  to  England  a  considerable  amount  of  cheese  of  fair  quality 
which  she  was  selling  at  a  fair  price.  No  progress  had  been  made 
in  the  trade  in  butter,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  much  less  butter 
was  exported  in  the  ten  years  previous  to  1896,  than  there  was 
in  the  ten  years  before  that  date. 

In  the  ten  years  1877-86,  total  exports  of  butter 

,      were $32,706,360 

In  next  ten  years  1887-96,  total  exports  of  butter 

^     were 8,250.088 

Decrease $14,466,272 

In  sharp  contrast  to  the  Conservative  period  (1887-1896)  is 
the  ten  years  under  Liberal  Govo-nment  (1897-1906),  when  the 

butter  exports  amounted  to $46,599,783 

This  failure  under  the  preceding  Conservative  administration 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  in  their  day  our  butter  had  to  be  forwarded 
w  cpmmon  freight  cars,  and  in  stowage  on  the  vessels,  and  in 
England  had  to  meet  the  competition  of  American  and  Australian 
butter  delivered  on  the  English  market  by  means  of  well  equipped 
and  up-to-date  cold  storage  transport.  • 

Similariy,  under  these  adverse  conditions,  there  was  a  very 
small  exiwrt  of  bacon  and  hams,  the  production  of  which  is  a 
natural  adjunct  of  the  dairy  industiy.  The  total  export  of  bacon 
S?^  A^!>.J'"*  '"  *•"«  **n  years  ending  30th  of  June,  1896,  only 
$17,671,000,  as  against  $115,000,000  in  the  ten  years  endinz 
30th  June,  I996. 

Contrast  the  state  of  affairs  previous  to  18%,  with  the 
i;ondition  of  our  farming  business  brought  about  by  the  Liberal 
Government.  We  have  now  a  complete  equipment  of  cold 
storage  transportation  for  our  perishable  food  products.  The 
mechanical  cold  storage  in  the  ships  from  Canada  to  Great 
Britain  is  the  most  modem  and  best  in  the  world.  Our  refrigerator 
car  system,  started  and  helped  by  the  Government,  provides 
perfect  condition  of  carriage  from  the  interior  to  the  ship's  side. 
Refrigeration  at  the  creameries  and  local  stores  through  the 
country  has  been  encouraged  and  stimulated.  There  is  a  complete 
systematic  supervision  of  the  handling  of  Canada  food  products 
and  their  transit  from  the  point  of  production  to  the  steamer  in 
England,  resulting  in  very  careful  handling  and  proper  stowagd 
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SI?  ,Xi^„sHrii?lsfs"-r- 

CHEESE  INDUSTRY  FOSTERED  AND  STIMULATED. 

portion  of  Canada  andTncre^«^i„t^/^Sf?'''^°^^'""'?'"8e 
June  30th,  1906,  $120  178  M4^;  t^f  ^  ^^}^%  ^^^  ^"'*'"8 
years  ending  30th  Junp  i  «q«  w**'  ?.^'^  f"""  ^^e  twelvl 
|247,790.33"2VTe  tfe  yli^%n&3a'n"1fo8"Thf 

curing  of  cheese  was  brought  Xuthv  th^  ."^^"'"t'o"  .•»  the 
conducted  by  the  E^DartnfpnV  In  ^1^  ■  ^^Mf  expenments 
of  these  have  not  yet  CnXin^  cod-cunng.  The  full  effects 
factories  have  not  enaWed  th»m  t^  t  ^u"^*""^*  °^  **"«  various 
everywhere  hnt  a  M^il^  •      "*  *?  '"^'**  ^^e  necessary  changes 

wXad^'bJ  the  c^'l'^tiZ^r  °"i1t^C'."e  ^^--ket  h^^ 

value  in  Great  Britein  AteadiaS^slZ"'  '"  *'  ""•!'** 
BUTTER. 

rule  ™ffio%5%^  ^TlTte^S  IT'"^  ^^"^■"."•l^'-  liberal 
lbs.  for  the  last  twelve  veM^und^;  r^nr"^*^  ""'l^  57,247,699 
The  butter  St^  1^  M^T  ™»3f  "^^^'7*  ^™'"'«t'-^"<>°- 
the  results  in  the  exnort  tra^^  H^nS^!.*^**  progress.  Here, 
improvement.  cSf  is  not  a  "w'^t^  *°  '=°'"P'«tely  the 
increase  in  the  cheese^nrSuctL  ^.^^^^'^^^  country.  Anv 
the  export.  Cana^  is  how^vp?  «  i^"^"!^  f  "'""^  **  """^  in 
and  thriraproveraent  in  the  butter  J^^^  butter-eating  country, 
of  knowledge  and  S?meth™iit„5^^^^^^  iV^  ^  **»«  spread 
i.  found  mire  on  ^h^t^SWKS^n'^ pif  ^fc^tTe 
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tiport  figures.  Stiil,  our  butter  export  hai  largely  increaMd  ot 
late  years. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  improved  cold  storage  trans- 
portation is  largely  the  cause  of  the  splendid  increase  in  the 
butter  trade.  It  is,  however,  also  noticeable  that  wherever  one 
goes  to-dav  in  Canada  good  butter  is  placed  before  them  in  homes 
or  on  hotel  tables,  which  is  largdv  due  to  the  instruction  given  by 
the  Federal  Department,  as  well  as  the  Local  Departments  of 
Agriculture  in  the  different  Provinces.  A  great  awakening  has 
undoubtedly  taken  place  among  the  farmers,  especially  in  the 
Provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  and  in  the  butter  trade  this 
is  more  evident  than  in  cheese. 

The  following  figures,  taken  from  the  last  Census  report, 
show,  for  the  whole  of  Canada,  and  especially  for  the  Provinces 
of  Ontario  and  Queliec,  a  very  rapid  expansion  in  the  production 
of  butter  and  cheese  during  the  ten  years  from  1891  to  1901. 
The  Census  takes  into  account  only  the  creameries  and  cheese 
factories,  without  giving  data  for  each  separately,  and  gives 
data  for  four  ten-year  periods— 1881,  1891,  1901,  and  1911. 

1881 

Ontario $4,88o7558" 

Quebec  863,803 

All   Canada.    5,805,932 


1891 


1901 


1911 


$  7,569,338  .$14,968,822  $18,148,629 

2,981,527     12,874,367     16,156,986 

10,697,879     29,462,402     37,232,969 


BUTTER  MAKING   IN  THE  WEST. 

Butter-making  in  creameries  had  l>een  a  failure  under  Con- 
servative rule  in  the  Northwest  Territories.  Mr.  Fisher,  after 
inquiry,  lielieved  that  the  failure  was  due  to  improper  manage- 
ment and  he  determined  to  make  butter-making  a  success  in  that 
part  of  the  country.  The  disused  creameries  there  were  taken 
over  and  run  by  the  Department  on  a  ^stem  by  which  after  a 
few  years  they  became  self-sustaining.  They  were  then  returned 
to  private  enterprise. 

The  Province  of  Alberta  has  now  one  of  the  best  established 
butter-making  industries  on  the  continent,  which  constitutes  an 
additional  attraction  to  the  incoming  settlers  and  is  indeed  proof 
of  the  varied  opportunities  for  successful  farming  in  that  great 
province. 

In  a  minor  degree  in  some  localities  in  Saskatchewan  tlie 
same  thing  was  accomplished. 


REMOVAL  OF  QUARANTINE  AGAINST  CANADIAN 
CATTLE   IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  removal  of  the  quarantine  between  Canada  and  the 
United  States  in  February,  1897,  accomplished  by  a  week's  visit 
of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  to  Washington  in  December,  1896, 
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move  this  obstacle  to  our  trade.    The  farmer.  nV  rvJw?^    u^ 

SE^L^i'"'  "^nffment  was  evidenced  by  tSfact  that 
^  ^n  "eo'"**^  °?  ""'*'•  ■??*  °'  the  line,  and  yet  the  WMn 
wiin  the  Canadian  stocic  man.  eairer  to  soil     Tho  t^,  reianons 

S  r!fatft^an»a;.i;S„r^- W  "^^^  *'^ 

quarrntine7hJX,i?""*^'*^'y  ^°"°'^5?  *»»«  abolition  of  the 
IS?Tn  t'hr^'^yer  e^n"drg%"5ih  ^T  Se'  tf  e^S 

in  18963  AS'Sns?3%T?fl97^  fiX't 
t^  ih!  ?r?fiL*  t^  *  '""'=''  tetter  class  of  cattle  were^rt^ 

S  r^n^J^ft*T'*;"i'*"™  ^^''^  occasioned  such  a  demand  for  S 
A^'  ^u°^  information  and  assistance  bFthe  DeDartment  rrf 

•lb 


and  stimulated  by  the  following  among  many  other  useful 
measures  introduced  by  the  Liberal  Government. 

LIVE  STOCK  INDUSTRY  FURTHER  PROMOTED. 

Mr.  Fisher  and  his  Department  were  most  active  in  pro- 
moting the  live  stock  industry  in  the  country.  In  addition  to 
securing  the  removal  of  the  quarantine  in  the  United  States 
against  Canadian  cattle  the  following  steps  were  taken  by  him: 

(1)  The  appointment  in  1899  of  a  Live  Six)ck  Commissioner, 
to  deal  with  the  varied  interests  of  live  stock  production  and 
management  in  Canada. 

(2)  The  re-organization  of  the  Veterinary  Branch  of  the 
Department  involving  the  appointment  of  Dr.  J.  G.  Rutherford 
as  Veterinary  Director  General  with  offices  at  Ottawa.  Also 
needed  amendment  to  Contagious  Disease  Act. 

(3)  Passing  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Law  and  its  judicious 
enforcement,  the  more  effectively  to  prevent  our  meats  from 
being  shut  out  from  England  and  other  foreign  markets,  which 
now  insist  upon  a  rigid  inspection  against  the  introduction  of 
disease. 

(4)  The  stamping  out  of  hog  cholera  in  Western  Ontario, 
where  it  had,  until  recently,  been  alarming  prevalent. 

(5)  The  inauguration  of  auction  sales  of  pure  bread  stock, 
to  disseminate  widely  among  farmers  the  best  tjrpes  of  animals 
for'  profitable  results. 

(6)  The  introduction  of  and  aid  to  cow  testing  associations, 
to  enable  farmers  to  proceed  intelligently  to  a  systematic  weeding 
out  of  their  unprofitable  animals,  and  the  retaining  of  good 
performers  only. 

(7)  The  holding  of  several  series  of  lectures  all  over  Canada 
attended  by  the  experts  of  the  Agricultural  Department  dis- 
semmating  the  best  available  information  by  this  means  and 
by  means  of  reports  and  bulletins  widely  distributed. 

BACON   INDUSTRY. 

Another  matter  connected  with  the  live  stock  interests,  and 
which  received  a  great  deal  of  careful  attention,  is  the  bacon 
mdustry. 

When  about  to  proceed  to  England,  1898,  Mr.  Fisher  was 
advised  that  some  complaint  had  been  made  of  the  quality  of 
Canadian  bacon,  many  of  the  sides  being  soft.  When  in  England 
he  and  Professor  Robertson  met  the  handlers  of  our  Canadian 
bacon  and  examined  into  the  complaints.  Though  the  situation 
was  not  found  to  be  so  alarming  as  was  said,  it  was  evident  that 
m  some  instances  our  bacon  was  not  up  to  the  mark.  An  elaborate 
system  of  experiments  was  started,  feeding  pigs  with  different 
kinds  of  food  and  under  different  conditions  and  with  different 
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of  results  of  th^expeXente  were  Duhfc?* '^^^S?-  ^P^^ 
among  the  feedere  of  pi^;„d  ^.l^t^  and  diMeminated 
doubt  that  the  valuable  mformaH^^^  •  ''^°"  ^^^  there  is  no 
been  followed,  has^SS  wliv  ^^^^ 
crease  in  the  amount  nt^iiiT  '^^^'y  towards  the  decided  dp- 
ou,  Won  has^^'b^n^^JtreS^-  t?^  '^Putattt 
the  Brit^h  market.    Our  to^de  Sw^n  T*  T^""^  y^^  » 

,§aSt Aletrd^3-  trat^nri^1ha\" 
EXPERIMENTAL  FARMS  DEVELOPED. 

the  ven.  great  advant^e  Xh  the  Pnn^^*^:  ^^rting  with 
Apiculture  did  not  hive,  of  knotinr^tT^f '^^  Ministers  of 
thoroughly,  he,  in  the  time  he  was^  offi^?  ^%  *^^"K  •'"^iness 
Fann  system  one  of  thrust  kid^  ^  »^  '  T^^  *^^  Experimental 
continent.  °^^  ^""^  to  agriculture  on  the.American 

Here  are  some  of  the  things  that  were  done- 

cultJSt  tTfZZ  bv  TJr  ^'-  ••^-  H-  Grisdale  as  Agri- 
worked  as  a  dS  fe™^^  E  ver^S^  „^Pf*  /  200  acres  to^ 
appearance  and  P?odS^;dty  wi  n^fc^^^^^^  "mprovement  in 

on  the  different  producteTe^h^  Vj,/'*?'"«  *^«  ^«  ^alue 
valued  at  $2,776  64  whinh  ™+  ^1  j*  returns  In  1899  were 
?5  714.32,  sho'^i  the  trMo^'Jv  ^*"'='*^  «  1905  t^ 
rotation  in  growing  sSl^c?o^  '  n,Trin**«^  "^  ^"""^"K  g°od 

compare  favourably  with  ^t  W  7  ^^^,*  Progress,  so  that  tfiey 
although  they  must  ^L^l^  S  ^T*^  *"  *''«  Dominion^ 
wme  of  the  larger  brS™  A  U^o^"^""  *^*"  ^  the  herds  o 
Shropshire  sheej;  and  of  Yor^sh^L^^  5"?'??"  °^  Leicester  and 
bacon  hogs  were  al^purehleTSThat^-itf^''*,  ^'^'^  Tamworth 
typical  specimens  of  the  hC'clw:  "^  '"™^'^  •=»"  find 
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Particular  attention  might  be  invited  to  the  splendid  herd 

of  Canadian  cattle,  a  breed  which  has  been  wohderfully  advertised 

and  helped  through  the  medium  of  the  Central  Experimental 

Farm,  where  one  of  the  choicest— if  not  the  choicest — collection 

IE '  of  annuals  In  this  class  is  to  be  found. 

A  great  deal  was  done  also  in  the  dissemination  of  pure  bred 
stock  from  this  Farm.  -  Every  yet"*  manv  bulla  of  the  breeds 
mentioned  and  many  bacon  pigs  of  Yorkshire,  Berkshire  and 
Tamworth  breeds,  both  male  and  female,  as  well  as  quite  a  number 
pure  bred  sheep  were  sent  to  different  parts  of  Canada.  The 
shipments  extended  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  The 
animals  have  in  nearly  all  cases,  been  sold  to  Agricultural  Societies 
and  Farmers'  Clubs. 

The  Government  increased  the  number  of  branch  farms  to 
assist  the  farmers,  especially  in  the  newer  settled  parts  of  the 
country,  and  in  the  older  parts  of  Canada,  where  the  conditions 
seem  to  require  local  experiments  in  crop-growing  especially. 

ANNUITIES  FOR  OLD  AGE. 

One  of  the  best  examples  of  advanced  legislation  ever  placed 
upon  the  statute  books  of  Canada  was  the  Act  passed  by  the 
Liberals  at  the  Session  of  Parliament  of  1910  providing  for  the 
issue  of  Government  annuities  for  old  age. 

The  object  of  the  Act  is  to  place  within  the  reach  of  every 
man  and  woman  in  Canada  a  means  by  which  he  or  she  may  make 
provision  for  old  age. 

The  scheme  briefly  is  this:  Any  Canadian  wishing  to  obtain 
a  Government  annuity  when  he  becomes  old  is  required  to  deposit 
with  the  Government  a  certain  sum  (whatever  he  likes)  per  week  or 
at  irregular  intervals.  The  Government  adds  4  per  cent  com- 
poimd  mterest  to  moneys  so  deposited  with  them;  and  when  the 
depositor  reaches  the  age  of  65  or  60  the  Government  will  pa^ 
him  each  year  for  life  thereafter  an  annuity  based  upon  his 
depodts  with  4  per  cent  compoimd  interest. 

The  advantages  of  the  scheme  are  as  follows: 

1.  There  will  be  no  charges  or  deductions  for  administration. 
That  expense  will  be  borne  entirely  by  the  Government.  A 
much  lai^r  annuity  will  therefore  be  paid  than  could  be  paid  by 
a  Life  Insurance  or  Annuity  Company,  which  of  course  requires 
to  make  deductions  to  enable  them^to  run  then-  business. 

2.  The  Dominion  of  Canada  will  be  the  security. 

3.  The  depositor  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
his 'savings  cannot  be  dissipated  by  extravagant  or  dishonest 
management. 

4.  The  law  provides  that  there  shall  be  no  forfeiture  for  any 
cause  of  deposits  made  by  any  one,  and  also  that  they  cannot  be 
seized  for  debt. 

5.  A  depositor  may  withdraw  his  deposits  with  interest 
compounded  oefore  his  annuity  becomes  due. 
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Finance. 

unexSlS'iSl^to?^ofth^L^'*f  ^  Government  had  a  «>cord 
should  be  proud  of  '¥hifollS'\'nW*'°°^*''**^^«'7L^^ 
tell  the  story.  I„  ten  yeLS  tL^lr'"??^^'^*  «ta«8««a 
were  in  power  there  l^^d^cit}^^^lT,f^^°'^^''^'''^ 
ordinary  expenditures  of  the  countrt  T  *''«  ^Yenues  and 
occurred  during  the  la.t  ye^%?Xi7^Ie^°;L.t«!.«  ^^^<^^ 
1893-94 

1894-95  $1,210,332 

1895-96         4,153,875 

1896-97  330,551 

519,981 

from^'tjfe'i^^ttX  ^Tt/S^  ^"«V"  *"'«  '-^P-* 
ranging  from  $1,OW),000  to  $30^  ofST!^  \  ^"^  «very  year 

to  the  end  of*lCh,  WllfSl&M^^  °^,.*''^\"P'"*« 
year  end  ng  March  31st  1  qi  !>  rt!c.^=  *^7'"*^'000.    For  the  fiscal 

'^^"^S^.'^^^^^^&^^^l^Pf^  with  sub- 

Kcf£trrthi?5-ySiS^T^^^^^ 

estmiated  at  $80,000,000  ThisSiaL^l^J2'  f?"i'n>8tration  H 
the  average  rat4  of  duty  impo^Twh!^^^***?yaPP>yin? 
imports  in  their  last  vear  of  OfflL^*  ...  ^?"^'^*t'ves  or  all 
Liberals.  If  that  rate^h^  Wn^Sk^J*^-  T^"^.  '"<^«r  the 
Liberal  rates,  an  aX^te  oTsfiS^  mfc"^""^  "^  ^^^  '"^ei* 
would  have  been  c^ted  durinf tW-^'  "customs  duties 

the  total  collectionrwere  $60^4*000  ¥f'^hi^^'"^'  ^''^'^ 
made  by  taking  the  averagi  rateTi T;  Jh  *he  comparison  be 
sen.«ve  rule,  the  ^o^TA'V^rS^t  ^^J.?Z 

savi„g^o1£%tfLt?ied"ucefn':?^*•'^'^•«  *^  '"^ir^^ 
factured  articW  V  iS^n  of  «^^  r^,"f^'  °?  Canadian  manu- 
prices  of  Canadian  m^actiLi«>%n'°"  ","  Protection-tbe 
on  the  amount  or  ratio  of  proSof  ^  ^'"''^'  ™'^  ^^<^  ^^ 

dollars  a  year.    Itta^ate^even  SiaSar'"^'  "*  °"^  ">■"'»« 
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PUBLIC  DEBT. 

From  1878  to  18%  under  the  Conaervatives  the  public  debt 
of  the  country  was  increased  by  $118,000,000,  whereas  the  in- 
maae  during  the  Liberal  rule  was  only  $81,000,000.  But  these 
figures  do  not  tell  the  whole  story.  In  considering  the  increased 
public  debt  one  has  to  look  at  the  capital  expenditures.  In  their 
term  of  OflSce  the  Tories  spent  $171,000,000  on  capital  expendi- 
tu^jthe  Liberals  spent  $283,000,000  on  capitd  account  or 
$116,000,000  more  than  their  predecessors  in  office,  but  never- 
^eless  they  increased  the  pubhc  debt  by  nearly  $40,000,000  less 
tihan  the  Tories.  If  the  expenditure  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
Mardi  31st,  1912,  be  included,  the  total  capital  expenditure  of 
the  liberals  was  $322,000,000.  In  other  words  the  Liberals 
though  greatly  reducmg  taxation,  as  we  have  shown,  were  able 
to  provide  out  of  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  country  for  all  the 
M^iinary  expenditures  and,  in  addition,  the  large  sum  of 
$202,000,000  up  to  1911,  and  $241,000,000  including  1912,  for 
capital  expenditures  mostly  in  public  works  of  a  productive 
diaracter.  On  the  other  hand,  of  the  capital  expenditures  of  the 
Conservatives  amounting  to  $167,000,000,  no  less  a  sum  than 
$118,000,000  was  provided  by  adding  to  the  public  debt. 

ORDINARY  EXPENDITURES. 

The  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Liberal  Ck)vemment  in- 
creased from  $36,949,142  in  1896  to  $87,774,747  in  1911,  an 
mcrease  of  $51,000,000  or  at  the  rate  of  3  1-3  millions  per  annum. 
Fot  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  Slst,  1912,  for  which  the 
jUberals  may  be  held  responable,  the  expenditure  was  $98,161,440. 
That  mcrease,  as  we  shall  shortly  prove,  was  necessitated  and 

Justified  by  the  great  development  of  the  country.  It  was, 
lowever,  not  big  enough  for  our  Tory  friends.  In  the  three 
years  they  have  been  in  office  they  jumped  the  ordinary  expendi- 
tures to  $140,000,000.  Is  there  a  fair-minded  man  who  wUl  say 
that  the  development  of  the  countiy  during  the  last  three  years 
justified  such  an  abnormal  increase  in  its  expenses?  Is  it  not,  on 
the  contrary,  an  undoubted  fact  that  the  countay  has  been  marking 
time  and  making  little  progress  for  the  last  two  years  at  any  rat^ 
In  this  connection  it  is  amuang  to  read  the  manifesto  issued  by 
Mr.  Borden  during  the  election  campaign  of  1911.  In  that 
manifesto  he  pledged  his  party,  if  returned  to  power,  to  efifect  a 
thorough  re-organization  of  the  methods  by  which  the  public 
expenditure  is  supervised.    Continuing,  he  declared: 

"The  increase  in  what  is  known  as  ordinary  controllable 
expenditure  from  $36,000,000  in  1896,  to  $79,000,000  in  1911, 
is  proof  of  extravagance  beyond,  any  possible  defence." 

How  silly  that  was  in  the  light  of  the  record  of  his  own 
Government!    If  the  Liberal  increase  of  $51,000,000  in  fifteen 
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T^ua  was,  in  Mr  Rnivi<»'    •  j 
^.  answer  to  the  charae  that  ^fi^r^,'"  ^^^  years  iathi 
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Now  to  the  details:— Bear  in  mind  that  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31, 1911  was  the  last  full  year  under  their  administration. 
They  went  out  of  office  about  the  beginning  of  October.  As  we 
go  along  we  shall  quote  the  expenditures  for  both  these  years. 

INTEREST  ON  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  first  large  item  of  consolidated  fund  expenditure  is  for 
interest  on  public  debt.  In  1896  this  annual  charge  ampiintwl 
to  $10,502,4fe;  in  1911  it  was  $12,535,850,  and  in  1912  $12,259,396. 
The  increase  is  accounted  for  by  the  additional  interest  charges 
on  the  increased  public  debt,  which  was  due  chiefly  to  laip 
capital  expenditures  on  railway  and  other  public  works  for  the 
future  benefit  of  the  country.  By  contrast  look  at  the  record  of 
the  Tories.  The  estimated  charges  for  interest  on  public  debt 
next  year  are  $21,508,039. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  JUSTICE. 

On  this  item  there  was  expended  in  1896,  $758,270;  in  1911, 
$1,292,401,  and  in  1912,  $1,300,513.  This  increase  is  entirely 
due  to  the  development  of  the  country,  necessitating  more  judges, 
and  to  the  payment  of  judges  on  a  higher  scale  proportionateto 
the  advance  generally  in  professional  and  lay  incomes.  The 
Conservatives  evidently  did  not  consider  the  increase  untMr  aa 
they  further  increased  it  from  $1,292,401  in  1911  to  $1,399,456 
in  1914,  and  they  have  taken  a  vote  of  $1,487,383  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  March  31, 1916. 


CIVIL  GOVERNMENT. 

This  item  comprises  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Civil 
Servants,  chiefly  at  headquarters  at  Ottawa.  In  1896  the  total 
expenditure  under  this  head  amounted  to  $1,396,628  and  it  in- 
creased to  $4,463,094  in  1911.  The  justification  for  this  is  the 
increased  development  of  the  country  and  increase  of  salaries  due 
to  the  higher  cost  of  living.  Here  again  we  cite  the  action  of 
Conservatives  as  the  best  possible  evidence  that  they  do  not 
consider  the  Liberal  increase  unwarranted.  Since  they  went  mto 
office  the  expenditures  have  gone  up  thus: 

1911-12  $4,774,678 

|qiti3  5,109,458 

miiil         :::::;::::::.:..: 5:607:794 

1914-15  amount  voted S'^59'?fZ 

1915-16  amount  voted 7,024,253 

52 


IMMIGRATION. 

Sif  JXTK  fete?  ofl'l^i:  ^  ""T'?"^  Clifford 
was  one  of  the%Sl  Lu  J«  «f  f k'  ^  ^T"**  immigration, 

enonnous^isof1hfalmost7lK^iS.lrj??*"*"*  settlement  of 
opened  jip  a  Mw\i8te  to  ?hp&^-^'^  ^*'^''f  ^"^^K*  °^  t^e  West 
on  to  acZity  ?heS?^o«  undSZ'er  ^P'"'  ^'^  ^^^^  '^'^ 

portalce'S  &Sthe  wS  ar^r«„^°«"lT^  ,*h«  ™- 
trying  to  bring  immiwMtTl^to  fli^*^  T"*  *  '°*  ^'^  """ney 
$4,300,000  in  lly^S^^udS^  K^^^Yf*!?^-^'"?*™^  Hke 


$4,300,000  in  18  vears— hut  iii<4,^I^  kCC -•".  j— oumci-uiiig  iiKe 

^noflp^l:..-     It  Ju^°"*  Oedby  results  their  methods  were 
11  wiu  not,  we  thmk,  be  senously  disputed  by  anyone 


ment  to  make  that  most  oftvfL?®^'  ^n^  »*  "s  a  fair  state- 
not  even  keep  o^o^v^Jief^T  '"'^^y^H^^-  We  could 
folks  drifted  to  the  uSi WL«P]^  °"*  ?J?"'°"  »*  »'''•  ^^unK 
find  scope  for  the  eLrc?^of  tterSt^"^  1^!^  ^^"^  "^"e  t5 
which  l5r.  Sif ton  inluSed  nntT^  *'"?  **  •"""!•.    ^he  policy 

ISyearaofLibe.^'^TrS^nt'^ole^thJ^^fSfi*.^?^-  -^^  *^ 
came  into  the  country  ™^  ""  '*^  *"an  1,886,529  mmiigrants 

betw2L%nolic1ofTh1^^^So^!!*T  ^?"^^^  ^^^^^<^ 
of  the  Consei^Xe  nile  23  SS)  pnt.^  *^-    3"  *^  '^*  "^  y^^ra 

the  first  7  yeara  imd™  theTThP^lri^T^  ™?4e.  whereas  during 
andforthe  wbdeKa«351  ^^^  Ih^-^  5"*"^  ^^^^  recorded, 
to  an  entry  or  fe^i^Tine  iSf^  .Eftunatmg  only  three  person^ 
below  the  avem^  ft  ^^u^i^'Zi''L'^d'  which  is  wepieve 
immigrants  went  oA  the  land  majority  of  these 

great'l^h3^*''|^"«^"<^H?t^'-tS^^"'u^  ^^^y  "solved 
achiev^  forbad Wo^f'savth«t  t^  ''«•**  °^  *•>«  '^^^t" 
spent?  The  expeKre  f^  w^^«*'•^™°il^y  T^  no*  well 
increased  year  by  year  to  Si  ft^Q^oo^  ^^'7,  $120,199  and  it 
$1,364,999^  ItmaftementffifLftK^^A-  1°  1912  it  was 
continued  to  increL  thh  ?ti^  ==  ^*  ^^^  Conservatives  have 
figures:  ""urease  this  item  as  appears  from  the  following 
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1912-18 $1,427,111 

1918-14 1,893,297 

1914-15  amount  voted 2,188,800 

1916-16  amount  voted 1,876,000 

LEGISLATION. 

Expenditure  in  1896 |  904,687 

"  1911 1,656,418 

"  1912 2,439,807 

This  item  covers  expenses  of  Parliament.  Tlie  increase  is 
chiefly  due  to  the  enlargement  of  the  sessional  indemnity  of 
members  and  Senators,  and  to  an  increase  of  the  number  of 
members  of  Parliament  brought  about  by  increase  of  population. 
Two  sessions  of  Parliament  were  held  m  1912  whicn  accounts 
for  the  large  increase  for  that  year. 


LIGHT  HOUSE  AND  COAST  SERVICE. 

Expenditure  in  1896 $  466,057 

"  1911 1,979,838 

"  1912 2,128,242 

OCEAN  AND  RIVER  SERVICE. 

Expenditure  in  1896 $   181,451 

"  1911 869,164 

"  1912 1,128,907 

When  one  considers  our  enormous  coast  line  with  its  danger- 
ous features  in  the  East,  and  oiu-  widely  extended  inland  water- 
ways, it  is  evident  that  the  comparatively  small  expenditures  of 
the  Conservatives  on  these  services  which  are  of  so  much  im- 
portance to  the  water  borne  commerce  of  the  country,  were  most 
inadequate.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Canada  was  very  much  behind 
hand,  the  direct  evidence  of  which  was  found  in  the  exceedingly 
high  marine  insurance  rates  which  greatly  militated  against  our 
trade.  A  strong  forward  policy  was  instituted  by  Liberals  and 
carried  through  with  great  vigor  and  despatch.  Perhaps  the  best 
evidence  in  support  of  it  that  might  be  cited  is  the  following  extract 
from  a  speech  delivered  by  the  present  Minister  of  Marine  and 
Fisheries,  Honourable  J.  D.  Hazan,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Canadian  Manufacturers  Association  held  in  Ottawa  in  October, 
1912.  Dealing  with  the  question  of  trying  to  obtain  further 
reduction  in  Marine  Insurance,  Mr.  Hazen  spolce  thus: 

"Facts  and  figures  have  been  laid  before  the  Under- 
writers; it  has  been  pointed  out  to  them  that  during  late 
years  great  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  St.  Lawrence 
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^""^"iBJiZX'^L^^.''  r«*«' « the 

feet;  t<Htay  from  MmtrS^'fk^^'**^  '^iJ**  ""^  «<*«J  ten 
feet  deeS^k  cCnel  ttStl,  L^^j*^  '^L'"'^*  «  "^annel  30 
and  improved  eveiT  v«r  LW'^**?"**''  ■?»«htened  out 
to  a  depth  of  sCTT^J^in'Si'''  f  .""T  •*'"?  deepened 
aid.  to  Mvirationrf  tL^"J?*'''*!f'  <"»**<»  them  of  late  W» 

to  obtaStXvrb2n"'pS*S'S,?S?t''  •*  *•  P*^ 
there  U  a  iffhthouse  n«nfS»ii,     *  *"*  ^f  Lawrence;  that 

eve^rpromS^WA^ir*"^  ^^^ind.  th'atTn 
manW,  and  tIwtth?chS  kt^i^Kf ""f^^^i?  «»*<1«  "»e 
to  that  wbmari^e  Ml.  h^e  b^'^''iJ^^i?Sir  ?  5?*^'"°° 
most  modem  and  up-tonfate  ^^  ^  •  *^/  *"^  t^at  the 
Mtablished  along  tfo  St    La^n^S  navigatfon  have  been 

Government  of  cinada-and  I ^er^^r""*^:.*"?  t)"**  «»• 
ment  are  willing  to  go  on  ^ndi^  m^-l"  particular  Govern- 
on  as  the  inventivijreni^  of  ^»?°''^P''*t"»?  better  aids 
better  than  th^'^^eTC  M^  l^^^  T"  ^^  *" 
unprovement  of  a  venr  areat  rf^t^iff?^  ^*5^.h"f  been  an 
navigation  upon  the  Hv^t  li^**'  ""**?* ""  the  aids  to 
no  waterway  in  ttie  worid  th^^'^fi*^*'  toslay  there  » 
protected,  b^ttw  buoyK  li^.^lwJ^**^.u«^<*«d,  better 
from  Moiltrealto  toe^."'  ^''^  than  is  the  St.  Lawrence 

imm-Sbfthr!ibSL''b,ffi°"  °'  -^^^t.  Lawrence  vastly 
^f  tonaviLtiontott^^*^^^^^  up-to-da^ 

The  lighted  l)uoy  svstem^^^  i     f,^,^"  *"*•  the  Great  Lakes, 
frequently  des^l^'*irol°^ttael1l^e"'S^°^^^?^'^ 

example  in  the  nZ^S^^^^^^^^^^^Cau^: 

as  «<^"SntTat*Stte  ^e^n^^'  "^'^  ^  -tion  , 
^arge.    Under  his  AdmfniBti^  emenditures  were  not  unduly 
head  have  In^rCdrfSw*'"'  ^  «Pe»diture8  under  tihS 


LIGHT  HOUSE  AND  COAST  SERVICE. 

1911... 

1912  $1,979,838 

1913 2,128,242 

1914 2,260,207 

1915  amount  voted  2,324,108 

1916  amount  voted  f''""'^ 

2,429,640 
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OCEAN  AND  RIVER  SERVICE. 

19U  f   869,164 

1912:::::::::,..:::::: 1,128,907 

1918 1,121.200 

1914 1,216,278 

1916  amount  voted  1,267,454 

1916  amount  voted 1,256,900 

SUBSIDIES  TO  PROVINCES. 

Expenditure  in  18%  $4,285,664 

"  "  1911    9,092,471 

"  1912 10,281,044 

From  time  to  time  aa  the  country  developed  and  ex- 
panded the  needs  of  the  Provinces  became  greater.  To  meet 
Uieae  needs,  the  Provinces  would  have  been  obliged  to  impose 
additional  direct  taxation  in  some  form  or  other,  but  the  Liberals 
thought  it  wiser  to  grant  them  additional  aid  out  of  the  ordinary 
revenues.  The  revenues  of  the  Dominion  were  obtained  from  the 
whole  people,  and  what  better  use  could  be  made  of  this  than  by 
distributing  a  reasonable  proportion  among  the  Provinces. 
Another  reason  for  the  increase  shown  above  is  the  creation  of 
the  two  new  Provinces,  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta,  the  territory 
of  which  had  been  previously  administered  by  the  Dominion 
Government  and  the  expenditure  charged  up  under  another  head. 


COLLECTION  OF  REVENUE. 

Under  the  general  head  of  collection  of  revenue  a  number  of 
important  items  for  expenditure  are  grouped  particularly  those 
for  Customs  Excise,  Dominion  lands.  Post  Office,  Railwavs,  in- 
dudmg  Interoolonial  and  Canals.  We  shall  shortly  deal  with 
the  more  important  of  these  in  detail,  but  for  the  moment  we  will 
consider  the  totals  of  the  expenses  for  collecting  the  revenue 
which  were  in: 

1896 $9,291,000 

1911 24,951,000 

1912 28,246,873 

A  rough  and  ready  method  of  testing  this  expenditure  is  to 
compare  the  average  cost  of  collection.  Such  comparison  shows 
that  the  percentage  cost  under  the  Conservatives  was  25%  while 
under  the  Liberals  in  1911  it  was  21%.  Take  for  instance  the 
expense  for  m^taining  the  Customs  Offices  throughout  the 
Dominion  for  collecting  the  customs  revenue.  Such  expense 
increased  from  $896,832  in  1896  to  $2,187,174  in  1911,  but  at  the 
same  time  the  Customs  revenue  expanded  from  $20,219,037  to 
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-u-  h^^  next  at  the  Port  Office  Department,  the  exDeiue.  of 
r«„£SL"*^'A.*^*'^  y^}'^  the  lart  10  years  of  the  Conservative 

♦„toi"^*'*?*.'*  "T  ^  *'*'''''*  °'  "early  $800,000  between  the 
tota  receipte  and  the  total  expenditures,  of  our  Pwt  Offi~ 
service  and  this  I  fear  makes  the  time  wmewhafdE 
when  what  might  otherwise  be  fairly  asked,  can  be  b^S  • 
that  IS  a  reduction  upon  the  postal  rates  of'tW?couS^."   ' 

.  The  forceful  and  able  Liberal  Minister  Sir  William  Miii~.ir 
^Z^l  T^}^  ^^^  deplorable  conS  rf  Yfl^^  V^o 
SJ^^^  "^'"^,  *•>«  """"Wl  deficit  of  three-quarters  oH 
?uiid  fhP°H*"  *?•  °,"l^  ^''•^-  Whereupon  iTprom^Vre- 
BriH^h  Wf  """^f  ?  '*"*i  ™*«  ^™™  *•"««  to  two  c^nts,  Md  the 
r„  fK^'if^^^'lit^  ^^^  five  to  two  cents.  Later  tte  letter  rate 
J.i^^  ^?l^  !*^tes  was  reduced  from  3  to  2  «nti  Notvrith! 
standmg  this  reduction  which  involved  an  immen^lMs  of  revZ,P 
toe  accounts  of  the  Post  Office  Departm^n?1dmrbl™Tn 
SnrnJelyr"^  ^'"  *''*™^^'-  *  »'^<1«"»«  «urplus1^ 


SURPLUSES  POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

2 *   292,654 

S  "90,745 

}^  1.082.171 

i^  1.101,957 

„„  743.210 

^''^ 1.192,730 

f  i,»  Ji^'^f  business-like  management  of  the  Department  oaved 
the  way  for  commencmg  the  establishment  in  1908  of  one  rfthe 
greatest  boons  to  the  fanning  community,  the  rural  nmU  dllive^ 
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GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS. 

-™.^.l**"  ^"f^^  Included  under  the  hcMl  of  ordinuy 

^^A^.^U'^i^  wpeniei  of  the  Inteiwlonlml.    At  the 
™«H^  ^'^'  ,**•  0P«««0M  of  thk  RaUway  greatly  ex- 

in'Sr..'r.^..'".2:?f-^«  2?:^*^'J>'^?^.  «Penditm«.  but 


"OM  not  really  apend  money  on  it. 

„»  t  Jt  I°M<*?'nf  flttureB  show  the  earnings  and  working  expenaea 

Md  1912  Railwaysifor  the  yeare  189*4^ 

Working  Expenses  Eamiti^ 

Is"  10,087,878 10,249,894 

1912  11,074,862 Ii;084;i66 

th-  I^^'^J^.^^  political  parties  when  in  oflSce  req>ectiiig 
Th.!^^  "l  i?"  Government  RaUwayg  i.  about  th?^am? 
-!^S^?^**  "  *•'?  .Railways  have  not  been  sufficient  to  pay 
working  ffltpenaes-talaiig  the  average  of  a  term  of  years.  Lirre 
b^to  Si  "'*°**''^  '"^*  ''**"  "«'«  on  *«  railways  £y 
NAVAL  SERVICE. 

TiKoS'li'^*^*'  "^^S?  «>»o««>te<J  to  $2,266,709  under  the 
wtSi.°^'°*^1?f"**^^19"-  There  was  no  correspond- 
ing Item  of  expenditure  when  the  Tories  were  in  office. 

LABOUR  DEPARTMENT. 

nn  Ju^wP^fS'^^^K^'f  "**H  ^Z  *•»«  liberals,  expenditure 
rawhich for  the  year  1911  was  |93,4(fe.  The  advantajjS  of  this 
A^partaent  in  settlmg  disputes  between  Labour  and  Capital 
m  avertmjrand  settling  strikes,  are  so  well  known  and  so  manifest 
mat  any  defence  of  the  expenditure  would  appear  to  be  un- 
necessary. "»  >»u 

YUKON  DISTRICT. 

This  District  was  not  discovered  when  the  Conservatives 
were  m  power  and  the  expenditure  under  this  head  is,  therefore. 
S?^'- J"  1^",;*  araountod  to  $303,674.  For  many  yeare  the 
district  was  self-sustaming.  That  is  to  say,  the  direct  revenue 
^iSrlS"  ^^l?  S«ater  than  the  expenditures.  As  the  gold 
production  fell  off  the  reduction  decreased.  Nevertheless  the 
Government  service  had  to  be  carried  on. 
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INDIANS. 

Expendtture  in  1896    .  MnAna 

•'  iftii  ♦.  080,408 

..  \l\k  1,449,961 

^*"  1,766,666 

folloS!*  "^^  '*"■  ""•  ''"^•*»«  "«y  »»  briefly  enumerated  u 
tho  A  idSnT  •'"'  °'^  ^'««'  "y-^"- ''«"»  "«de  «^ 

DOMINION  LANDS. 

Expendltu«ml896 ,   iigg^g 

"  iqfo  1,804,260 

^" 2,277,099 

minion  ij^oCrSie'wK^w'J'''  ""Staining  Do- 
of  timber,  mainteMn^  of  Do^n'i^^X  "^  ™^*y?'  Protection 
poweraan'dTlblSn  of  m7    °"  ^"^'  '"'P*"^""  <>'  water 

nected  herewith  For  Te  JL^e^S^flf*  *"•*  °?*=**'''  «>"- 
'--l^clt°^e™mSlSdsrd^"r2„,^^e?^^5-«  '" 

spenUor  °thf  JJ^Son  ^f  &.^  ^^  noSS^  we« 

propX"l2L,HKeat'"natio^  ^\"^''  of  establishing  on  a 
MoSntoi^hichSv^?&^^'"»u'"  and  near  the  llocky 
add  substantiSfy  toX  ~^i^^  thousands  of  tourirts  who 
the  mSS  rf  tt^"Sfa'=C7l^*.'^"°t'7-  Towards 
$159,138  and  in  1912,™206,m  ^^"^ture  m  1911  was 
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CENSUS. 

The  expenditure  of  1912,  included  a  sum  of  $1,204,614  for 
taking  the  Census.    There  was  no  corresponding  item  in  1896. 

AGRICULTURE. 

Expenditure  in  1896 $   210,877 

"  1911 1,319,905 

"  1912 1,667,021 

Judging  by  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Conservatives 
prior  to  18%  gave  scant  attention  to  the  development  of  the 
greatest  industry  in  the  country.  The  Liberals  were  not  afraid 
to  spiend  money  towards  improving  farming  conditions  and  in- 
creasing farm  production.  Their  expenditures  for  these  purposes 
have  never  been  seriously  questioned. 

FISHERIES. 

Expenditure  in  1896 $427,250 

"  1911 760,734 

"  1912 843,856 

This  is  another  great  source  of  national  wealth  and  national 
mcome.  Money  properly  spent  on  its  development  is  wise 
expenditure.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  not  a  breath  of  criticism  has 
«ver  been  heard  regarding  the  increased  expenditure  of  the 
Liberals. 

In  1913  the  Conservatives  increased  the  expenditure  to 
$921,953  and  in  1914  to  $1,229,519. 

MAIL  SUBSIDIES  AND  STEAMSHIP  SUBVENTIONS. 

Expenditure  in  1896 $  534.916 

;;  "  1911 1,918,941 

"  1912 :. .  1,904,513 

A  both  forward  and  enlightened  policy  was  adopted  by  the 
Liberals  towards  these  aids  to  commerce.  Just  as  imitation  is 
the  sincerest  form  of  flattery  the  Conservatives  by  adopting  the 
Liberal  policy  has  admitted  its  wisdom.  They  increased  the 
expenditure  under  this  head  from  $1,904,513  in  1912  to  $2,383,686 
m  1914. 

MILITIA  AND  DEFENCE. 

Expenditure  in  1896 $1,136,713 

;;       ;;  wn 6,868,65i 

1912 7,580,600 

These  figures  prove  that  the  Liberals  consistently  adhered 
to  their  policy,  declared  repeatedly  at  various  Imperial  Con- 
ferences that  it  was  the  first  duty  of  Canada  as  it  developed  in 
wealth  and  importance  to  maintain  adequate  land  defences. 
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CAPITAL  EXPENDITURES. 

Including  the  whole  of  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  Slst,  1912 
the  Liber^s  spent  on  capital  and  special  account  including  Con- 
solidated fund  transfers  and  expenses  of  loans  in  their  16  year 
term  of  office,  something  like  $322,000,000  and  were  able  to 
provide  for  of  it  except  $81,000,000  out  of  the  revenues  of  the 
cowitry  based  upon  reduced  rates  of  taxation.  In  that  way  they 
undertook  great  public  works,  such  as  the  construction  of  the 
Transcontinental  Railway,  the  deepening  of  harbors,  and  rivers 
unprpvement  of  canals  and  waterways  and  the  construction  of 
public  buildings  all  for  the  future  advantage  of  the  country  with- 
out unduly  burdening  either  the  present  or  the  future  tax  payer 
1  hey  also  gave  generous  encouragement  in  the  shape  of  cash" 
subsidies  to  various  railway  companies  towards  the  extension  and 
improvement  of  transportation  facilities. 

The  Liberals  contend,  not  only  that  these  expenditures  were 
necessary,  but  that  they  proved  a  very  material  factor  in  the 
great  prospenty  the  country  enjoyed  for  many  years.  When  the 
Liibera!  trovemment  took  charge  of  the  country's  business  Canada 
,  was  in  a  rut— a  "slo;  gh  of  despond"  almost;  the  proper  founda- 
tions had  not  been  built,  apart  from  the  construction  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway;  our  canal  system  was  rapidly  be- 
coming obsolete  by  reason  of  its  shallow  navigation;  our  ocean 
and  inland  ports  were  not  at  all  properly  equipped,  and  our 
great  waterway,  the  St.  Lawrence  was  behind  the  times  from 
every  navigation  point  of  view;  the  West  labouring  under 
the  handicap  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  monopoly  cried  out 
for  more  and  more  railways;  from  British  Columbia,  too,  came 
demands  for  railways  to  open  up  its  rich  mining  districts  and 
ensure  the  trade  thereof  to  Canadians,  instead  of  to  the  Americans. 

Ihe  Liberals  looked  these  problems  squarely  in  the  face, 
grappled  with  them  and  overcame  most  of  the  difficulties  by  the 
adoption  of  vigorous  and  progressive  measures  which  ultimately 
put  Canada  in  its  proper  place  in  the  industrial  world  Two 
mam  objects  were  steadUy  kept  in  view  and  largely  accomplished, 

(1)  To  enable  the  farmer  and  other  producers  to  get  their 
produce  to  its  market  at  the  cheapest  possible  cost. 

(2)  To  enlarge  the  home  market  to  the  Canadian  manu- 
facturer. 

It  would  be  too  big  a  task  to  give  the  details  of  all  capital 
expenditures;  we  shall  content  ourselves  with  showing  the  ex- 
penditures under  the  main  head  which  were  as  follows,— 

Public  Works $31,742,175 

Canals    .....      34,934,340 

Intercolonial  Ry 36,858,037 

P.E.  Island  Ry 4  937  213 

National  Transcontinental !..!!!!'ll6'533'764 
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Doininion  Lands S  RASRqon 

Quebec  Bridge '  Sl^ 

RaUway  subsidies 26129193 

I^yment  to  Provinces  Ontario  and  Quebec.      6,'622,'oi6 
""•"^ 12.124.144 

Ccmsolidated  fund,  transfers  and  expenses  of  loans  account 
lor  most  of  the  balance.  — ~-~-.. 


at 


